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Bishop Count Peter M. Garagni (5)

Presentation

June 1, 1741

J.M.J.

Reverend Father and Revered Patron,
Thanks forever to the Giver of every good gift, our knight arrived Wednesday evening at the Ave Maria, all 
filled with holy resolutions to belong entirely to God. He handed me a letter from Your Reverence, bestowed 
with your accustomed charity, which I continue to hold in high esteem, veneration, and great appreciation 
since I have the role of humbly offering my useless service to your venerated person, to whom I know not 
how to nor can I express how much my poor heart feels obliged and strictly bound in the pure Side of Jesus, 
for whom I do not leave off, and will never leave off, offering my unworthy prayers so that His Majesty will 
deign to consume you as a victim of holocaust in the flames of his infinite love, and that, as an instrument for 
the greater glory of God, you may make him praised and blessed by all peoples, tribes, tongues, and nations.
I received the Constitutions, along with the rescript to reserve the Blessed Sacrament. And just this morning 
we are celebrating with great solemnity and will place it in the tabernacle after we have celebrated Solemn 
Mass, at the end of which we will solemnly sing the Te Deum laudamus in thanksgiving for this great blessing.
My great disgrace is that there is in my heart not a spark of true love of God. If there were, I would not resist 
the blows, nor would I merely fall unconscious, but fall dead and be reduced to ashes at the sight of such graces 
and mercies that the Divine Majesty grants to this horrible nothing and most detestable monster of ingratitude.
I have read the Constitutions and see that God has directed his heart, his tongue, his pen, and all, for they 
remain in essence as the Divine Goodness inspired them. And whatever has been taken out or added does 
not touch the essentials, for in this beginning our Great God, who strongly and gently disposes everything, 
has permitted this, but in time His Divine Majesty will make his Divine Will known quite clearly.
Oh, what an immense divine work this is! Oh! the high and secret Providence with which His Majesty 
brought it to this point. Now I experience what a bishop, a great servant of God, told me years ago; namely, 
that this was all the work of God and that His Majesty would bring it to its end with wonderful, hidden, se-
cret ways and beyond anything thought of by me. So has the unworthy one who writes come to understand; 
so have said other souls of high perfection. Ah! Illustrious One, out of charity have compassion on me and 
pray that the mercy of God burns up entirely this imperfect me and changes me into another person and 
sends holy men so that we can stand as a wall for the House of Israel and can cooperate for the destruction 
of the many evils that are in the world.
In the next post I will send the letters that the knight spoke about – he pays you profound respect and is well 
pleased – for I cannot write today and the post leaves tomorrow. I would like to send the plan of this Retreat 
so that you could place it at the feet of His Holiness and that he might bless it. But I cannot get that done 
right now, for it requires a professional hand. I remain prostrate at your feet, asking for your blessing, and 
pay you profound reverence, as do all in the Retreat.
Your Reverence’s humble, obligated, unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross, Least Discalced Cleric Regular


