
WWW.PASSIOCHRISTI.ORG

274

Bishop Count Peter M. Garagni (4)168

Orbetello

May 18, 1741

J.M.J.

Illustrious and Reverend Patron,
Let every spirit praise the Lord! And let all creatures magnify the infinite mercies of that great God, who 
not allowing himself to be overcome by my malice, has deigned to bring to a conclusion this work, entirely 
his, using with a secret, sweet disposition the care, diligence, and charitable labors of your person and that 
of the Eminent Protectors, for all of whom the Great Giver of every good gift has prepared riches of inesti-
mable merit for time and eternity because of the many souls, I hope, that will be saved through this means.
Oh, how sweet is our most amiable Savior! How sweet his divine spirit! Oh, how lovable his goodness! Af-
ter the storm he gives us calm; after the clouds, a clear sky. May his Name be praised forever. The gratitude 
with which this least Congregation will continue perpetually toward your person I do not know how to ex-
press with my pen, nor can I do so. We will pour forth our hearts as much as possible before the Most High 
at the holy altar and in all our most unworthy prayers in order to keep in memory with a charity unfeigned 
a great benefactor who has brought about so much good for us.
We are waiting by the moment our knight, and I am hoping, please God, that he also is bringing the right 
to reserve the Holy Sacrament, for I know by experience that His Eminence Cardinal Altieri was slow to 
concede this.
And would that we were able to have our sacramental Love with us when we make our holy retreat in prepa-
ration for the renewal of our simple vows and to do what has not been done, especially to ready ourselves to 
be signed with that holy sign of salvation, which will indicate to all peoples that we are set apart to preach 
the bitter sufferings of our Jesus and to promote in all hearts true devotion to these sufferings, a means very 
efficacious to blot out the many evils that flood over the poor Catholic world. Such evils force the God of 
Majesty to send fearful punishment on this world. I assure Your Reverence that we will not cease to pray in 
supplication to the Most High to be appeased, but I fear and tremble because the world is so wicked that, 
unless God visits it with a scourge, in my opinion, it will not amend. Experience allows me to discern this 
myself. I cry out, nevertheless: “Correct us in mercy, lest you be angry and reduce us to nothing.”
If ever we have the good fortune to serve Your Reverence in this Retreat, that will make our consolation 
overflow. We assure you that you are completely the patron of this Retreat and of us, your unworthy ser-
vants. If the mercy of God were to inspire you to cooperate once more by sending us a candidate, I ask 
you to think how much the Sovereign Good would be glorified. To him be honor and glory and dominion 
forever and ever. Amen.
I come to an end, finally, and with all our religious I pay you our profound reverence and ask you to contin-
ue your holy prayers and strong protection for us, and without fail I reconfirm myself to be,
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Your obligated, unworthy servant in the Lord,
Paul of the Cross

__________________________________________________________________
168.
Garagni had much to do with achieving this papal approval so Paul responds to him at once.


