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Francis Appiani (16)

Presentation

May 15, 1741

J.M.J.

Most Reverend and Dear One in Christ,
I have not replied until now to the letter handed to me by the priest-preacher, nor to a second received a 
short while back, nor another from Rio because of my many duties and because of the illness that came over 
me. However, right now I am much better. Another principal reason for my delay in replying was because 
I thought I would give you full information on all that is happening to us. Now I can tell you that we have 
been informed by our Cardinal Protector that the Constitutions have already been signed by the cardinals 
deputed for that by His Holiness and, I believe, that at this hour the favor will have been granted. So we 
need be patient and await what God will dispose and abandon ourselves to the divine dispositions. For in 
this business there is no room for haste, but one must proceed when and how God wishes. When everything 
has been determined, I will give an account of it.
I have not seen any letters at all from your cousin. Try to see how they were sent.
Concerning the state of your spirit, I would like you to pursue the good with simplicity and without so 
much reflection, whcih makes you lose time. I have told you several times that the Master of prayer is the 
Holy Spirit, and we must pray as he wishes. So when you feel that your soul enjoys being at rest and all 
lost in God in a sacred silence of love, let it continue in that way. For if your soul is attentive to God in pure 
and holy faith, or when it feels an impulse to conduct a colloquy of love or loving discourses on the divine 
mysteries, or moved to make petitions for its needs and those of one’s neighbor, then it must be allowed to 
do just that. To sum up, one must follow the loving breath of the Holy Spirit. This rule holds for the time 
of Holy Communion, where it is necessary not to neglect the prescribed acts of virtue, but everything is to 
be done in a spirit of peace, etc.
Scruples are to be consumed in the fire of divine love and not to be allowed to disturb you, etc.
In desolation and aridity, one must love the Will of God, who wills this, and rejoice in the cross with Jesus 
Christ, abandoning oneself in all things to the Divine Good Pleasure, and be pleased to be deprived of all 
satisfaction for love of God, who is the soul of our happiness.
Live then with your heart raised up in God and do not allow yourself to be crushed by sadness, and be sure 
that one day you will see the warm sun that will scatter these clouds. If His Divine Majesty opens the way 
and sends men, as I am hoping will happen soon, I will be over there and everything will settle down.
Let us allow ourselves to be guided by God and never fear. I greet your mother and your cousin in the Lord. 
Let them pray for me since I have need of prayers. Meanwhile, I embrace you in the Side of Jesus and re-
affirm that I am,
Your Reverence’s humble, unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross


