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Bishop Count Peter M. Garagni (2)

Farnese

January 10, 1741

J.M.J.

Illustrious and Reverend Patron,
I thank the infinite tenderness of our Sovereign Good God, that with such mercy he wishes to maintain the 
concerned heart of Your Reverence to be always more eager to meet our needs and to cooperate with so 
much zeal for the establishment of our Congregation so that in the near future it will be able to enroll fervent 
soldiers under the holy sign of the Holy Passion of Jesus Christ, so as to promote in all hearts the devout 
memory thereof and become strengthened by divine grace like a wall for the House of Israel in order to be 
a barrier against the immensity of evils that threaten to inundate the world.
You have certainly taught me that the most efficacious means to exterminate vice and plant true piety is 
meditation on the bitter pains of our Divine Savior. Since the greater part of the faithful live in forgetfulness 
of how much our Divine Savior did and suffered, they drowse in a horrible swamp of iniquity. It is in order 
to arouse them from this detestable lethargy that zealous workers, truly poor in spirit and detached from 
all that is created, with the trumpet of the divine word and by meditating on the Passion of Jesus Christ, 
may reawaken these poor sinners, who are seated in darkness and the shadow of death, so that God may be 
glorified in the number of souls converted and in many others who will give themselves to the practice of 
holy prayer and, thereby, to a holy life.
Ah! do not relax in your zeal, my friend. Pardon me if my poor heart speaks so ardently, for it is moved by 
a burning desire that our Sovereign Good be no longer offended, although I am an ingrate and traitor who 
has offended greatly. So urge the Eminent Cardinals who are the Protectors of this holy work to take care 
that our affair be quickly presented to the Holy Father, who has shown such care for this work, which is 
concerned with promoting in the hearts of all devotion to the Holy Passion of Jesus, our true Life. In all con-
fidence I can inform you that when I received the longed-for news of his election as Sovereign Pontiff,165 
although I had never known him as cardinal, I felt in my heart an extraordinary movement, never before 
experienced at such an event, as well as other effects which aroused in me a lively hope that he would be 
the holy and zealous shepherd who would provide for the piety so much forgotten in Christendom. For that 
reason my spirit broke out in affections of praise and thanksgiving to the Highest for the mercy shown his 
people.
I am writing my unworthy letter in haste, just as soon as I received your esteemed letter, for I am occupied 
in giving a retreat at this convent. I give thanks to the mercy of God that we will have the chance to serve 
you in our poor Retreat of the Presentation of Mary Most Holy for as long a time as will please you – and 
to us it will seem always too short – and be able to edify ourselves and profit from your holy example. 
With regard to that soul you tell about, I submit all to your prudent disposition. Meanwhile, I offer you my 
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profound reverence and thank you for your indefatigable zeal, with which you assist our project, and ask 
always more for your holy prayers and sacrifices, and constantly reaffirm that I am,
Your humble, unworthy servant in the Lord,
Paul of the Cross
If you wish to honor me with your worthy commands, I will be here until January 18, and then I will return 
to the Retreat, not having any further missions, for I am waiting the request and for Cardinal Corradini. I 
have written to him in this post. He informs me that he will have sent it by the middle of this month. I have 
also written to Cardinal Rezzonico.
Once more, if my eagerness is not overdone, I recommend to your piety the holy sign of our salvation, ask-
ing that we may have the good fortune to wear it outside and, even more, within our hearts to the confusion 
of hell. In case you do not write me here, please address: Viterbo for Orbetello at the Retreat
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165.
Pope Benedict XIV.


