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Representatives of Cellere

Presentation

December 28, 1740

J.M.J.

Most Illustrious and Magnificent Gentlemen,
On my return to the Retreat on the day before the Vigil of Christmas, I found the excellent and prestigious 
letter of your most illustrious gentlemen, which has left me very edified over the holy zeal which you man-
ifest for your revered public, for whose improvement I would willingly contribute my poor and useless 
labors, if the inscrutable, sweetest Providence of the Most High had not prevented this project that I have 
had for some time. And now I have the lot of informing you that I am willing to serve you in testimony of 
the reverent affection in which I hold you and which I will always continue.
Our cause has been well started in Rome for the establishment of a work which should give great glory to 
God and profit to all our neighbors, granting that my grave sins do not impede it. A brief should be issued 
soon, and that necessitates my being in the Retreat to deal personally with many important details for the 
great advantage of souls and for future consequences.
Whereas God wills to make use of this useless, evil creature, I must bow my head and go along with the 
adorable designs of his Divine Will, which so disposes things.
If, all of a sudden, I find myself free, I will not fail at the next carnival time to be of service to you. However, 
I am going to Farnese after the Epiphany to serve a convent by order of our Eminent Cardinal Protector, 
who lodged me in Rome with rare charity in his own home and has asked me to undertake this task. When 
that is over, I will return to the Retreat immediately for the affairs I mentioned. If, when I am in Farnese, 
I am informed of delays in the proceedings in Rome, I will undertake to be of service to you at that time.
I am honored to sign myself, confident in the piety of your illustrious persons, who know the good will that 
I continue to have to obey you. I offer you my deep reverence, and with respect I again affirm myself to be,
Your obligated, humble servant in the Lord,
Paul of the Cross, Unworthy Missionary


