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Bishop Count Peter M. Garagni (1)164

Presentation

December 28, 1740

J.M.J.

Illustrious Sir and Revered Patron,
Thanks forever to the Supreme Giver of every good gift, we have arrived safely at this Retreat to the great 
consolation of the companions gathered here for the wonderful beginning, by which the work has come 
about and for whose perfection you have contributed so much, and to which you will contribute more and 
more. May the sweetest Name of Jesus be ever blessed that after so many storms in which this poor little 
boat found itself – and these are not yet over – we hope it will be guided strongly and gently into the calm 
harbor of the divine mercies.
You will have the great merit to have cooperated so much to have spread the devotion to the most Holy 
Passion of Jesus, our true Life, and to the perfection that many souls will attain by this means. I have a great 
expectation of this. I ask you never to cease beseeching the Most High to bless your holy desires so that the 
work you so much desire may be solidly established. Finally, I recommend to your holy zeal the spread of 
this work and to see to it that those who work on the Constitutions leave them in their original form, just 
as His Divine Majesty has inspired them, with the exception of those points that His Holiness has ordered 
to be removed or added, and retain the reservation of the Blessed Sacrament. We have desired that ardently 
for so long a time, as I pressed on you when I was there, seeing that the church is so proper and that in this 
vicinity there is not one like it in which the Office is chanted day and night, a church well supplied with all 
necessary sacred furnishings. Moreover, we find ourselves blocked because the devil is persecuting us with 
rage and people are opposing us, though with good intentions, as holy charity forces me to believe.
I would ask of your piety that we be not burdened with greater tasks than we have now in conducting mis-
sions, etc. The bishops have never obliged us to leave our solitude – in which one’s spirit rests at the feet 
of the Crucified to restore itself and comfort itself in a holy recollection of prayer from the weaknesses and 
distractions which human frailty runs into, even in the holiest services for one’s neighbor – in order to at-
tend ceremonies they have on feasts in the country around the Retreat. This is more necessary because our 
solitude is three miles distant. In such a case we would be obliged to leave off performing the services in our 
own church as required by our Constitutions. So I beg you not to add such a burden, in addition to serving 
the neighboring populace on missions, catechetical instructions, and assistance in the confessional by one 
deputed for such an office by the rector of the Retreat, as we have been doing up until now.
For the love of Jesus Christ, you will pardon my pressuring you and attribute that as much to my ardor and 
the fact that I am pressed by the great charity with which you always deign to treat me. Would you then do 
me the favor to address any commands you have to “Viterbo by way of Farnese,” where I will be to con-
duct a retreat at a convent by orders of the bishop. Meanwhile, prostrate at your feet, I pay you my deepest 
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reverence and end by begging your holy prayer and blessing,
Your devoted, unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross

__________________________________________________________________
164.
Paul writes this letter to one who recently had become one of his strongest supporters in Rome. This letter, as others written at 
this time, shows us how Paul “fought” to preserve the Rule as much as possible, while recognizing the need for some changes.


