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Fulgentius Pastorelli of Jesus (1)156

Rome

November 19, 1740

J.M.J.

Jesus be always in our hearts.
Dear Father Fulgentius,
On Sunday we arrived in Rome, healthy and without drowning,157 which was no small favor from God.158 
Our affairs are beginning well, but the time is ahead for us to speed things up. His Holiness159 has not yet 
been approached since it is necessary to have the information ready.
Let them continue to pray His Divine Majesty that his Holy Will be done and to overcome the great diffi-
culties, as we hope, confiding in the Infinite Good that all will work out to the greater glory of His Divine 
Majesty.
The Masses for Signore Thomas have not been celebrated because our Eminent Cardinal Protector,160 in 
the house where we are lodged with extraordinary charity, wishes us to take his intentions. So you should 
celebrate the others. If things go well, as I hope, it may happen that we will not return alone. May the Will 
of God be done.
Carry the cross with your usual patience and charity, and encourage all, especially the clerics, to serve God 
so that they do not immerse themselves more in the things of the world.
With great affection we salute in Jesus our beloved brothers, Fathers Charles and Anthony, the cleric, and 
Brother Peter.161 I embrace all in the Side of Jesus as well as Your Reverence, and desire that you all be 
holy.
I forgot something. Purchases were made for seven habits of fairly good cloth, and I hope that it will be 
there by Christmas, but it first must be dyed. If the cloth from Casentino162 has not come, see that it is 
stopped, for we have taken care of that in another way. Order the wheat from Magliano, as I told you, and 
tell them at Pereta163 not to send the cloth in the future, granted that it has not already come, for we have 
provided for that in another way. I end by embracing you in the Lord. Jesus bless all of you.
Your Reverence’s humble, unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross
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156.
Paul is in Rome working on the approval of the Rules when he wrote to Fulgentius at the Retreat of the Presentation. Note how 
he takes time to offer suggestions on celebrating Mass or on cloth for habits, as he also sends greetings to the brothers and clerics.
157.
Italian literally means “without water.” Because in the previous letter to James Grazi, where Paul says they arrived “safe and 
sound from the sea,” Paul is probably referring to drowning rather than to a rain storm.
158.
It was November 13, 1740. Paul’s brother John Baptist of Saint Michael the Archangel is with him.
159.
Pope Benedict XIV, elected August 6, 1740.
160.
Cardinal Charles Rezzonico (1693-1769), later Pope Clement XIII.
161.
Father Charles Salemmi, professed in 1741 and dismissed in 1750. Father Anthony Danei, brother of Paul, entered in 1730 and 
was dismissed definitively in 1761. Brother Peter Cavalieri of Porto Longone entered in 1736 and left around 1742. We do not 
know to whom “cleric” refers (M. Bartoli, Catalogo dei religiosi passionisti, p. 276).
162.
Casentino was a zone of the Province of Arezzo in Tuscany. There was a factory there that made coarse, heavy wool fabric.
163.
Magliano and Pereta are towns of Grosseto Province, not far from Argentario.


