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Agnes Grazi (108)

Presentation

October 22, 1740

J.M.J.

My Daughter in Jesus Christ,
Yesterday morning before celebrating, I received your letter on the Feast of Saint Ursula. I recommended 
your intentions to the saint, as you asked. But for myself you cannot expect anything good since I am al-
ways in a pit of evil and every day I go on getting worse. I fear much for my eternal salvation. Now we are 
making the Novena for All Saints to beg light from God for the affair for which I am going to Rome. But, 
believe me, I do not have hopes for a favorable outcome, quite the contrary. If things come out well, it will 
be a miracle from God. I find myself always in deeper darkness, and the thought comes to me of forming 
four words to the Vicar of Jesus Christ. Enough. Right now we have the final hurdle, and it could turn out 
that my planned presentation will fall flat. God might wish in this way to force me into a profound solitude 
to save my poor soul. May the Will of God be done in everything.
Let your life continue on its path, for it is proceeding well. But always have greater fear of God and distrust 
of yourself, be hidden, secret, withdrawn in silence and in continual recollection. Exercise profound annihi-
lation, but give your soul freedom to take its flights to God. Be like a dry garden that receives the rain from 
heaven. Abandon yourself with great steadiness and without reserve into the hands of God so that he can do 
with you what he pleases. Stay away from your imaginings and be on guard for the tricks of the devil, who 
roams around like a lion seeking to devour us.
One who trusts in God and remains humble will not be tricked. I say once more that you should be brave 
and have great freedom of spirit to make those flights which His Divine Majesty wishes and receive with 
great praise and thanksgiving the graces of his treasures.
If nothing pressing occurs, I will not come there until after the noon meal on All Souls.
Now, more than ever, is the time to pray for the unhappy one who is writing, for I am in extreme need. Jesus 
bless you. Amen.
Your unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross


