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Sister Maria Cherubina Bresciani (21)

Presentation

October 19, 1740

J.M.J.

My Daughter in Jesus Crucified,
I received your letter and rejoice more than usual because I have read in this letter the great letter of the holy 
^. O my daughter in Jesus Christ! believe me, the affairs of your spirit have never gone so well as now. I 
assure you that in these interior afflictions and external insults are hidden the great treasure of Holy Love, 
for by these means His Divine Majesty intends to prepare your soul to receive the most sublime gifts of 
heaven. Be strong, therefore, and constant. Bear yourself always with great meekness, patience, humility, 
and silence, remaining abandoned in God like a little lamb. In that way let them cut away your wool with 
great peace, standing mute and adoring the Divine Good Pleasure in every happening.
I had believed I was going to pass your way on my journey, but His Divine Majesty arranged otherwise 
since I had to leave on a business for the great glory of God. Therefore, I am writing to all the convents 
where I have been that they pray incessantly that His Divine Majesty disposes that everything will turn out 
in accord with his own wishes.
Do not be pained at what happened after your wrote to the bishop. Believe me, His Divine Majesty is using 
these means to refine you as gold in the fire. Do not justify yourself any further. You did well to reassure the 
Mother Abbess and the superior so that they would know the truth for the peace of the convent.
With regard to the person who is coming there frequently, etc., and your speaking in secret with the superior 
so that she might forbid such friendship, do not trouble yourself anymore. Simply recommend the affair to 
God; you have done enough.
Believe me, now that your position at the turn155 has ended, you will enjoy much peace in God if you will 
be faithful, humble, obedient, in love with self-contempt and silence. Above all, I recommend to you a holy 
internal solitude, and I pray that you make your flights of spirit into the sweet Heart of Jesus. Lock yourself 
in there with the golden key of Divine Love, placing this precious key in the pure Heart of Mary, Mother 
of Sorrows.
Do not be saddened that you have left off your penances because of your sickness. You will take them up 
again when that is the Will of God.
I am letting you know that the affairs of our vocation have never had such a promising beginning. Around 
November 8, I believe, I will leave for Rome, unless something intervenes. I tell you this in secret; however, 
I am writing the Mother Abbess that she pray for this and have others pray for it without explaining further.
If you get any notice of this good priest, send me word here.
I thank you in Jesus for the legumes, etc., and I pray His Divine Majesty to give an eternal reward to those 
who gave it. I hope that before Lent we can hold a holy conference. It will be my task to obtain the permis-
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sion for it and also for confession, but only for you.
I will take care that the small sacks will be sent to you.
Now, my daughter, is the time to make great pleas and fervent supplications to the Most High for this holy 
work. I have great fear that I am an impediment to it. Offer to the Eternal Father the Precious Blood of his 
Only Begotten Son so that he be placated over my ingratitude and give me the grace to do his Holy Will. If 
the work is not to give him glory, then let him block it and give me a place and time for penance to weep 
for my great faults.
I am writing in haste and pray the Lord grant you every true good and the fullness of his divine blessings. 
Tell Sister Guglielma that I will recommend the affair she writes about to God, as she asks, and to pardon 
my not replying, for I am so busy.
If you wish to write to me, send the letter before November 8 because I will not be here after that.
Your true servant,
Paul of the Cross

__________________________________________________________________
155.
The “turn,” from the Italian ruota, is the circular door located in a wall of a contemplative convent through which objects can be 
passed in and out of the cloister without a direct meeting between two persons. There is no visual contact in using this arrange-
ment.


