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Francis Appiani (15)

Presentation

October 1, 1740

Dear Son,
I believe you shall have received my letter in the mail. Now I can tell that affairs in Rome have begun very 
well, and His Holiness has been informed by an Eminent Cardinal, our Protector,154 and was very pleased 
with the work. His Holiness has directed that I come to his feet with the Constitutions. So at the end of this 
month, I will leave. From Rome I will give you an account of everything by post and whether the negotia-
tions come to conclusion for the glory of God.
Oh, see how His Divine Majesty disposes things! There is need to pray that the Lord bless the work. Above 
all, I pray you to keep all this very secret. Tell only your mother and make her promise not to tell anyone.
So I cannot come to the island now. But as soon as I have returned from Rome, I hope that we immediately 
put our hand to the project. In all of the island I do not believe there is a better place than Monserrato, and 
I believe that God will want it in that holy spot. In that case it will be enough to see to it that the princess 
buys the house where the officials are housed and with a few other things. I believe that will suffice. The 
Retreat will be convenient for the whole island, in good air, isolated, etc. Enough! We will talk. Above all, 
there needs to be great secrecy, even in this, since the devil does not sleep. The saints acted in this way. For 
the love of God, let it not escape your mouth, not even with your spiritual director. I end in a hurry. Follow 
your usual exercises. I have sent the regulation to your mother. Greet her in Christ. Thanks be to God.
Your true servant,
Paul of the Cross

__________________________________________________________________
154.
Cardinal Charles Rezzonico, the future Pope Clement XIII.


