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Agnes Grazi (106)

Presentation

September 19, 1740

J.M.J.

My Daughter in Jesus Crucified,
Last evening I received your note, about which I would like to say much, but I reserve that for a more op-
portune time. I do say, however, that according to the doctrine of the saints, to pretend to know things of the 
future in prayer, especially of such minor importance as the business of Don Fabio, is to put oneself in clear 
danger of being deceived by the devil. Oh, how many souls have been deluded in this way!
I continue to recommend the business to God and have had others do so. But God keep me from making 
that a precept of obedience, as you speak, in order to know their opinion. That would be a way of tempting 
God, a great boldness. Make sure you never again mention such things to me. I am sympathetic to your 
ignorance and the good intentions that you have had in this business. I need not tell you what I think about 
this business because I do not think about it much. I simply recommend it to God, and so should you. Live 
totally despoiled regarding it, and once you have recommended it to God with lively faith and confidence, 
do not think on it any further. Live detached, abandoned entirely to the Divine Will.
Tell Don Fabio not to depend greatly on it since it is a thing difficult to achieve. Whence he must confide 
entirely in God with a right intention and a firm resolution to serve him well, whether the outcome is good 
or bad. God is capable of solving anything. If he wills to be served in this way, may he be blessed. If not, 
may he be blessed.
I gave you that kind of permission, a thing I have never done and will never do again; and that for good rea-
sons, mainly as an act of submission to your brother, who asked for it. As for me, I am outside the situation, 
etc., in order to see whether His Divine Majesty would wish to have me do a work for his service, which I 
had this in mind, and for that reason I asked for a rigorous secrecy. However, it may be madness on my part. 
In that case I will have reason to humble myself, and the devil will gain a good laugh. Tell Don Fabio what 
I have written elsewhere and anything further that God inspires you to say.
Continue your prayer with great detachment from all that is created, free from everything and entirely 
annihilated in God, etc. Do not stop making acts of continual abasement, of pruning, etc. Live apart from 
everything that is not God and without any anxiety over the outcome of this business. But continue to pray 
with fervor, with faith, and with lively hope in God. For that God who drew everything out of nothing can 
also do this as well as other things, etc., and that would surely be a great grace.
Above all, tell Don Fabio not to trust in this thing, but entirely in God. If it does not succeed, let him not be 
upset, but quiet in God, etc. Jesus bless you. Amen. You are not to have any thought about this or send me 
anything, for I do not wish that. Exercise holy poverty and dispossession of everything.
Paul of the †, Your True Servant in God


