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Francis Appiani (14)

Presentation

July 29, 1740

J.M.J.

Dearest Son in Jesus Christ,
May the great Father of Mercies be blessed for ever, who with supreme Providence disposes all things 
strongly and gently.
I thank the Divine Goodness that has with such gentleness opened the way for you to fulfill the holy good-
ness and inspirations which have been in your heart for so many years. I would be there immediately if 
I were not prevented by the change in the weather which would put me in danger of my life, as you well 
know. I will wait until it cools down and we have good rains after the Assumption.148 Meanwhile, I would 
like to conclude a work that I hope will bring about much glory to God and spiritual profit to souls.
You could not have accomplished a holier work than using your patrimony to found a Retreat on the island 
of Elba, in which His Divine Majesty will be praised day and night and work for the eternal salvation of 
souls until the end of time. Take care to nurse this inspiration by paying attention to the acquisition of the 
holy virtues, to prayer, to holding off from involvement in worldly affairs, to close attention to your estab-
lished practices with devout discretion, and, above all, to keeping your plans very secret until the proper 
time. For contradictions will not be wanting, and the devil will do all in his power to find people who, under 
the color of false piety, will dissuade you.
The signs of the Divine Will are all too clear in this affair: perseverance over many years, closeness to God, 
your two relatives who with firm intention work to bring the foundation to reality, and, above all, the agree-
ment of your good mother. These are, I repeat, the clearest and most evident signs that His Divine Majesty 
wills to be served in this work, so much to his glory. Encourage your good mother, strengthen her to perse-
vere in the working out of this great affair, and assure her that when I come there, we will make decisions 
for the greater glory of God, even for her withdrawal into a convent. But it may turn out that I will suggest 
to her a way of managing her life that would be holier than if she entered a convent. Enough! I trust that His 
Divine Majesty will reveal his Holy Will. Meanwhile, let us not cease to pray and to keep everything tightly 
secret since this is the way the saints acted.
Greet your mother for me in the pure Heart of Jesus as well as Signora Domenica, your cousin. Tell her to 
abandon herself completely to the Divine Good Pleasure. Greet your spiritual director for me. I am aware 
that he speaks in accord with the preferences of God.
Before ending this letter, I recommend to you a great devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Here is a way 
to practice that. You should visit the Blessed Sacrament frequently, especially at hours when there is no one 
there, for such visits are more pleasing to him. Then prepare yourself with sentiments of profound humility 
and contrition. After that you must ask Jesus to admit you into his Divine Heart. Enter there in spirit. Love 
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that Infinite Good there, and praise and thank him for what he has done and suffered for us, especially for 
having given us his life for food in the great Sacrament of Love, sacrificing yourself as a holocaust to the 
Divine Majesty on the altar of his Divine Heart and allowing yourself to be set on fire by the sacred flames 
which burn in that sweet heart. The Holy Spirit will teach you more if you know how to humble yourself. 
In that Heart place the business of the Retreat and ask help to bring it to a perfect end.
I end by embracing you in the sweet Heart of Jesus, who is the King of Hearts. Asking the Sovereign Good 
to grant you the fullness of divine blessings, I confirm myself as,
Your very loving, humble, affectionate, and unworthy servant,
Paul Danei of the Holy ^
 

__________________________________________________________________
148.
In the 18th century it was believed that malaria was transmitted by air infected by fumes arising from the swamps. Therefore, 
Paul did not want to breathe the infected air during the journey from Argentario to Piombino. The rain purified the air and so it 
was possible to travel without danger.


