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Father Anthony Danei of the Passion (1)140

Orbetello

March 7, 1740

J.M.J.

Dearest Brother,
A few minutes ago I received with joy your letter of February 26. I thank the Most High for the merciful 
assistance given to your wearying trip, especially in the rigors of this cold. I hope you will do well, if your 
intention is right and purely for the glory of God, as I hope. I am glad you are in the house of Signore Mattei. 
Please give him my cordial greetings and assure him that in this Retreat we will make a perpetual remem-
brance of his charity. I beg you not to be content with simply being dignified. Because you come to preach 
in the habit of a newly born Congregation. and because everyone has an eye on you, and because you are in 
a garrison where a mission141 took place, therefore, it is necessary to preach more with prayer, with cau-
tion, with recollection, with modesty, and with extreme care in speaking, careful about the words you use.
Here, we have not received any alms from the military person who is known to us. However, if it seems ex-
pedient, seeing our great needs, you might think it opportune, if you see an opening and can discern a good 
outcome, to speak to the colonel of the foreign soldiers and to an official of the regiment of Sguizzeri.142 
Bring forward short, efficacious reasons to let them know the great work lacks resources so that they might 
come together with secrecy to obtain an abundant alms for the building we have in hand, (^) protesting to 
them that, if this building did not exist only to house servants of God, you would not be saying anything, 
and recommending that they ask their subjects to be quiet about the matter so as to remove any shadow from 
the preachers around there.143 They could explain this matter to their subjects in an assembly. I hope that 
God will give you light to cooperate in this work so that you may be enriched with merits. Such a secret 
alms from the military ought to take place during Lent, for after Lent there will be another preacher. Con-
duct yourself as God inspires you.
Dear Father Anthony, I beg you to be a mirror of piety. Pray with great devotion and preach with zeal to 
garner souls. Stay withdrawn. Do not be affected in your speech or conversation, but be charitable and 
gentle with gravity and maturity.
We are well. The chapel is done up to the dome.144 For the rest, we are confident in God, and I am some-
what hopeful
Give my greetings to Francis Di Matteo, our benefactor, and to Don Solimeno.145 Keep yourself from the 
necessity of accepting invitations to dinner. I recommend this much to you. Greet all who will inquire about 
me, etc.
I will write about Livorno later; for now I do not feel inspired. We will see then and will write you. Let me 
know how Lent is going and the state of your health. Here, we are praying for you. Jesus bless you and 
enrich you with all fullness of blessings. Amen. I am here in Orbetello by accident. Father James146 had 
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come down with a dangerous fever, but it is better now, and I   I have not spoken of it and showed myself 
as usual. But you will do what you have decided since I cannot do it, or at least do it rarely, in order to 
avoid sensation. All this needs to be based on the love of God,147 on abnegation of self, edification of one’s 
neighbor, in fine, in true charity which excludes our resentment and includes our profit in our self-contempt.
I would add that you should consult the doctor who cured me. Do not try to keep Lent if he tells you it would 
be harmful to do so. Thanks be to God and to Mary Ever a Virgin. Observe the known rules.
Your Servant in Christ,
Paul of the Cross

__________________________________________________________________
140.
Anthony is the brother of Paul of the Cross.
141.
The mission was directed to the military in the first half of January 1736 (Zoffoli, Vol. III, pp. 1272-1273).
142.
“Foreign soldiers” refers to mercenaries of various nationalities. Sguizzeri are soldiers of Swiss origin.
143.
Paul’s insistence on secrecy derives from the fact that the regulations prevented any request for alms except in case of extreme 
necessity or in “pure necessity” (Regulae et constitutiones Congr. SS. Crucis es Pas. DNIC, p. 44, lines 9-18). There was also a 
desire to avoid giving alarm to those who were responsible for collecting alms for the preachers of Lent. The “^” is in the original 
and was intended to draw the attention of Anthony.
144.
This was a chapel in honor of Saint Michael the Archangel that began in 1739 (Cioni, “Storia delle fondazioni,” Bollettino, 1923, 
p. 244).
145.
Di Matteo was probably the same benefactor “Mattei” of whom Paul speaks of at first. Solimeno was someone else whom he 
knew in the town.
146.
James Grazi, uncle of Agnes Grazi, was directed by Paul for many years. The Grazi family always provided generous hospitality 
for Paul and his religious.
147.
Paul feared that the people would be astonished that the Passionists, an infant Congregation, would begin asking for alms.


