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January 20, 1740

J.M.J.

My Esteemed Lady in Christ,
Three days ago I arrived in the Retreat, returning from missions, and found your most welcome letter, in 
which I discover that your charity does not allow itself to be overcome by my demerits, and I want to be 
grateful to you, as you already know. The lentils have been received, and I thank your charitable attention 
to this. If I pass close to your place, I will be able to see you from a distance, but I believe I will not be 
traveling that way, as I have missions in another direction. If God opens the way, I will always be ready to 
serve your people as well as any other. May God pardon the one who has closed off this possibility, as he 
has blocked this wonderful good elsewhere, especially in these salt marshes. It is necessary to adore God 
and tremble.
You are complaining, but if you knew how things are with me, your troubles would seem to be roses. I know 
what I am talking about.
Continue on your path. Trust in God and do not make the mistake of being wanting in confidence in him 
who assures you that he will grant you the perfection of your soul’s desires. God has accepted the noble 
sacrifice you have made of your soul and body with the vow of virginity, having renounced all the happi-
ness that the world could have given you – if that could be called happiness and not rather a most bitter 
torment. So now it will be the care of His Divine Majesty to conserve and enrich you with all the fullness 
of graces and blessings. You must remain humble, distrustful of self, treating with those of a different status 
as plague-ridden, with whom one treats at a distance and with great caution. Never leave prayer, watch over 
your heart, frequent Communion and spiritual reading. I am pressed. Greet Angelina for me. Let her pray 
for poor Paul and live entirely in God and for God, and have her pray for me. Jesus bless you and inflame 
you with love.
Your true servant,
Paul of the Cross


