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Agnes Grazi (96)

[1739]

J.M.J.

My Daughter in Jesus Crucified,
This morning I received your letter and observed many things that merit examination. I would wish that 
certain imaginary happenings be cut off as much as possible in order to avoid being deceived. The essential 
in what you have written is not a deceit, but is an affair of childishness. In all these elevations, if your soul 
grows in knowledge of God and of your own nothingness, and knows vividly that this is true, things are 
going well. But it is always necessary to maintain yourself always more in God with filial confidence and 
high purity of intention, and then give yourself to His Divine Majesty. Certainly, too frequent unions make 
me fearful; you must continue to cut them off. I am speaking of my opinion. The final word is that it is your 
duty to follow the divine attractions. I am not in favor of the too frequent conferences you are holding with 
M. Angela and others. Now and then I would not object, but frequent does not seem good to me. When they 
approach you, excuse yourself quickly, a half-hour or a little more seems enough, but do not be scrupulous. 
You are too quick to join with spiritual people and too fast in sanctifying them. This one is a good soul. But 
a saint, let us go slow!
I am not able to come to Orbetello. I remain in horrible calamities, and I have laid down a rule that without 
necessity I will not go down the mountain. If there is a necessity for me personally for the sake of the Re-
treat, I will go. If not, I will send a letter. You may write to me.
I know clearer than day that God does not want me in this business. If he wanted me to assist my neighbor, 
he would give me what is necessary, especially for the direction of souls. God alone knows my condition, 
in what an abyss of miseries, more and more horrible. And you cannot persuade me otherwise, which would 
be outright pride, for I well know the doctrine of the saints. Write me of your needs once a week if you have 
need. I am firmly resolved to bury myself here except at the time of missions and other things that need my 
personal attention. Jesus bless you. Amen.
Tell Magdalene that foolish women are not to come to see me here. And tell her she had better repent, for if 
I know of it, she will never again see my face.
I hope to give you more direction in writing and with living voice. I know what I am talking about, so do 
not speak to me about having to come to take medicines, for I am doing well.
Paul, Your Servant


