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Agnes Grazi (94)

Presentation

November 16, 1739

J.M.J.

My Daughter in Jesus Crucified,
Last evening I received your note with a letter, and I rejoice that God is keeping you in a holy recollection, 
etc. Never leave the recognition of your nothingness and total distress of yourself and fear of the Divine 
Majesty, but have a filial fear and be humble and sincere. To maintain fervor of prayer, to grow in Divine 
Love and knowledge of divine things, solitude of your room and your corner is highly necessary, and treat-
ing as little as possible with everyone, even family, except for what is purely necessary. The rest of the time 
employ yourself in that holy repose of holy prayer and contemplation of God in a true annihilation and 
death to everything created. If you act in this way, you will be happy in time and happier in eternity.
I do not know when God wills that I come to Orbetello, the more so because of my grave sins. I am in such 
a state of anxiety, desolation, and abandonment that never in my whole life have I been in such a miserable 
state. Although my life has always been full of darkness, calamities, and multiple scourges, now I am in 
such a state that there has never been the like, not only because of the incidents that take place outside and 
the persecutions, murmurings, and jibes from people, which I willingly embrace to humble my pride, but 
even more the tremendous battering from demons, and, what is more horrible, the fearful scourge from an 
indignant God, which is upon me. That makes me feel something of hell, even in my lifetime. I sigh for a 
holy death through the merits of the Passion of Jesus, and I wish that everyone pray for me.
Now I am persuaded, and more than certain, that His Divine Majesty does not want further work from me 
that I had believed I ought to accomplish. His Divine Majesty has given me very palpable signs of this, 
and this has increased my desolation. At the same time it helps me more to resign myself to accept every-
thing as a punishment for my great pride and in correspondence to the gifts of God. I see, or better stated, 
I foresee that in a short time the Retreat will be desolate and that scourges of all kinds will increase, and 
that I will be crushed and dead under the great weight – even now I am on my way to that. Out of charity 
pray His Divine Majesty to be placated and give me light to know well my great evil and a great contrition 
to bewail it, and so dispose myself to die under the lash of the mercy of God. Perform this charity, as I am 
telling you here, and pay no attention to the opinion you have of me, for the devil is clever and transforms 
himself into an angel of light to trick us. God makes me know with clear signs that he is enraged and does 
not want to make further use of this perfidious creature. I hope that I will be saved by the infinite merits of 
his most Holy Passion.
With regard to your conduct, as far as faith enlightens me, you are walking well. Continue your practices, as 
I have told you, and be secret with all, love silence and distance from all, and day and night treat with God.
Treat those imaginary visions just as I taught at other times. That is, cut them off and humble yourself. If 
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they are of God, even if you cut them off, they will succeed and produce their customary effects of humility, 
self-contempt, love of virtue and suffering in order to love God the more and unite you more closely with 
him, and other graces beyond explanation and not possible to put in words.
Be of good heart for His Divine Majesty will bring to perfection the work begun. Pray His Divine Majesty 
for all in the Retreat that the Lord comfort them and give them the grace of perseverance. If His Divine Maj-
esty wills that they leave here – as of now there is no such danger – it will be a sign that he wills something 
else for me, that I leave here and go across the earth and strive to cooperate in the salvation of some soul. I 
always hope to do that. To sum up: that the Will of God may be accomplished in time and in eternity in all 
things is what I desire and nothing else. Jesus bless you. Amen.
Say nothing to any living soul of what I am telling you. Let it all be buried.
Your unworthy servant in Christ,
Paul of the Holy †


