
WWW.PASSIOCHRISTI.ORG

228

Agnes Grazi (92)

Presentation

October 16, [1739]

J.M.J.

My Daughter in Christ,
I received your letter, which was filled with temptations and tears. In trials virtue is known, and you have 
reason to humble yourself not a little. If you were more resigned, you would not speak the way you do. I 
could not be in Orbetello because I had reason to go to the Retreat to change clothes as well as many af-
fairs necessary for the service of God. I judged the conference we had was amply sufficient, all the more 
so because I promised to come again soon. If I did not come yesterday, it was because I had no habit to 
change into, as I wrote, and my occupations are so many that for me, who am so weak, I experience not a 
little fright. But I entrust all to God. I did not know how to satisfy you more than with the letter I sent last 
evening. You are dealing with a person who does not know how and is incapable of mortifying you, for I 
am always going along with everything. So when things do not go your way, you complain and lament.
What need was there to go chattering with the man you mention to me? I am stupefied. Humble yourself, 
resign yourself, and quiet yourself in God that he may cure you wounds. With regard to going elsewhere, I 
leave you at liberty. Do as God inspires you and provide for yourself with whomsoever seems best for you 
since I am happy with whatever God wants. I will not do anything further for your soul since I cannot and 
do not know what more is to be done. I have not assisted another soul as I have assisted you. If I have not 
served as was needed, you must pardon the lack as coming not from ill will, but lack of competence. There 
was no one here who was blocking my coming, only my duties. It is the Will of God that I give myself to 
these for his glory and the salvation of souls. This morning I did not celebrate because the burden wore out 
the donkey and made him sick. If you cannot pray for the Retreat, I will not speak of that. It is under the 
protection of the Most High and of Mary Most Holy, Mother of Sorrows. Jesus bless you and make you 
humble, resigned, and holy as I desire and pray in the Lord.
Your poor nothing,
Paul of the Cross


