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Agnes Grazi (90)

Presentation

October 6, [1739]

J.M.J.

My Daughter in Jesus Crucified,
I hear from Magdalene that you would desire to speak with me face-to-face. This cannot happen until Mon-
day evening or Tuesday morning, for I will come to receive the letter to go to Farnese. I suspect the devil 
is making an uproar. But you must laugh at that evil one, for in everything he will emerge with a broken 
head. If your affair did not succeed, you must adore his Holy Will with all peace and union with the pleasure 
of God. Often, with regard to prayer, God gives strong feelings which seem to guarantee that the petitions 
will be heard, and then the outcome is quite the opposite. That does not mean that this prayer has been a 
deceit. God simply permits this so that the soul may learn to be most faithful to God, even if, when asking 
for bread, God gives her stones. These are tests from God so that we stay on guard and not trust in ourselves 
and our feelings at prayer. Feelings can have a natural source or come from our imagination, which makes 
us believe what is not so. So enough! The one who hopes in God, who is strong in faith, draws good from 
everything.
It has happened that God has given strong inclinations for prayers for affairs entirely noble and then has 
delayed the grace for years and years so that one perseveres in prayer. Therefore, rejoice that you are called 
to cry out to the Divine Throne. Now I command that you quiet yourself in God and think no more about the 
matter. But simply love God and follow your accustomed practices, annihilating yourself more and more 
and confessing that you are unworthy of any good.
Pray for your family, but with indifference. Think no more of it, but be careful to be dead to everything, 
confiding in God alone. Make nothing out of your feelings; stir up your faith and strengthen yourself in 
faith. As for the great feelings you experience in prayer, protest that you do not want them, that you seek 
God alone and want to live in him, love him, and so on. I will have more to say face-to-face. Jesus bless 
you. Amen. It is not important that you write, for I will soon be down there.
Your servant in Christ,
Paul of the Holy †


