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Sister Maria Cherubina Bresciani (15)

Presentation

September 7, 1739

J.M.J.

My Daughter in Jesus Christ,
I received your letter last evening, but did not reply for it was not necessary. If you will do what I prescribed 
for you in my last communication, you will do very well, especially concerning prayer, in which it is not 
necessary that you be continually concentrating on your sins. After you have humbled yourself and gently 
aroused contrition, you must allow your soul to fly into that abyss of infinite love. Use the advice given you 
and make nothing out of the phantoms of the night. Laugh at the devil and humble yourself before God.
As for your penances, you do well to guide yourself with your confessor. Since he is nearby, he can know 
better than I how strong you are. I am pressed for time and must leave this Wednesday, as I am going to 
conduct retreats for two convents and act as confessor, having canceled a mission for this autumn because 
everyone is overly busy.
I will send the Bambina with a safe person. But you need to be a bit patient, for I have just returned. I will 
be going personally to Porto San Stefano to send it. The Retreat is being persecuted by devils and men, the 
latter out of good intentions, but the Most High is our Protector. We are eight in all, and you are not to give 
notice of this to the gossipers of this world and not to distract me with worldly gossipers. Pray God that this 
tree be not unfruitful, but that with a merciful pruning the Retreat will prosper. Thanks be to God, things 
are going better than ever, due to the fervor of the servants of God and the protection of the superiors in the 
Church. Jesus bless you. Amen. I will also send you the cross you asked for.
Your unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross


