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Sister Maria Cherubina Bresciani (13)

Presentation

June 25, 1739

J.M.J.

Most Reverend Sister in Christ,
The grace of the Holy Spirit be always with you.
A few days back I received your letter, in which I see that your life goes as usual. But you are saying that the 
confessor at your place is unwilling that you be under anyone else’s obedience for direction. I have nothing 
to say about that since I am but a poor blind man.
I would wish that your prayer were more in faith and less in imagination. Enough! When God wishes, he 
will make it cease. Accustom yourself to treat with God in pure faith, lose yourself entirely in the infinity 
of his love, take your repose on the divine bosom, and arouse yourself frequently to think of God with holy 
affections. If you are simple and obedient, God will teach you.
Thanks be to God, Father John Baptist is well. Therefore, pay no attention to the worldly gossipers. I am as 
deaf to chatterers as I am to the calumnies of the world.
You have asked me to send you the Bambina, but I have not seen your brother. If I knew a safe person, I 
would send it. But I do not want to entrust it to the sailors, lest they damage it since it is waxen, even though 
it is in a box. If God opens a way, I will send it at such a time. I thank you in Jesus for the charity of the oils, 
but I do wish you would not inconvenience yourself. With regard to a hair shirt, you can ask the permis-
sion of your confessor, as your companions have done. But use it with all discretion. To wear several times 
during the week is all right, but to wear it continually needs more light. I await your commands. Pray Jesus 
for this poor, most needy sinner.
The little poem is good, for it comes from a contrite and humbled spirit. Continue to do what is right and 
flee all occasion that might bring on tepidity. For this reason you should reveal to the confessor what hap-
pened to you at the comedy, so he will learn not to ever put you in such a temptation again.
Enough! God will give you light. The next time overcome yourself and do not go along with the common 
current. When the right time comes, tell him that God is not pleased to have such worldly vanities in con-
vents. Ah, poor Christendom! I hope that God will purify it, and please God that it will not be some horren-
dous scourge, which I greatly fear. Pray God much for me; I am in extreme need. I leave you in the Heart 
of Jesus, in which I am always,
Your unworthy servant,
Paul F. D. of the Holy †


