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Agnes Grazi (77)

Presentation

February 7, 1739

J.M.J.

My Daughter in Jesus Crucified,
I received your second letter last evening, and I am in such a state, filled and overfilled with so many calam-
ities, horrible darkness, and an infinity of other miseries that I do not know what to answer. My poor head 
and heart are utterly without any light whatsoever. So I do not know what to say to you except to encourage 
you to persevere in the good you have begun. Let people say what they want. Above all, chase away all 
these visions, which are very dangerous, as well as those experiences of union about which you report. They 
are too material and without foundation. So do your duty, as you have been doing, but do it now with greater 
constancy, spurning them. If they persist, make nothing out of that, as if they were toads. Conduct yourself 
in this way; otherwise, you will go astray.
When you say you saw me praying for you at 11 hours, that is not true. I was not at prayer at that time. These 
happenings could have a natural explanation, so you need make nothing of them. Not all the movements of 
the heart and lights of the mind come from grace. Often enough the devil or nature is to be found here. The 
truth of the matter is that grace is known from the effects produced.
Speak clearly to Father Francis, but with humility, and tell him that rather than give scandal and have him 
complain, you will not go to Saint Francis in the future. And ask him to give you the best advice he can.
Speak to him with the above words or with whatever seems best to you and as God inspires you. I would 
prefer you go to other churches. You could go to the cathedral or to the nuns – church and on Friday visit 
Saint Francis. Speak about this in the confessional to Father Alonso and tell him the way you proceed. 
Greet him warmly on my behalf and ask him in my name not to tear himself away from performing this 
great good, which will win him a great reward. Tell him, moreover, that I think it better for you to attend 
the large churches in order to avoid wonderment and chattering on the part of those who know nothing of 
the spiritual life.
Get to the church as early as you can, for Father Alonso will give you Communion at an early hour when 
people are not around so you will not attract attention. You can always go to Communion in the large 
church. God will give you light, and Father Alonso will willingly do you the service. Father Francis and the 
others will have nothing to talk about. Act in this manner and God bless you. Amen.
Make arrangements with Father Alonso for the time and be in the church a half-hour beforehand.
Say nothing to Father Francis, speak only with Father Alonso on my behalf, and do it without telling [Father 
Francis]. On Friday, after going to Communion in the cathedral, go to visit Saint Francis. Since you made 
your preparation at home and about a half-hour in the church, tell Father Alonso that you have made your 
preparation at home.
Your servant in Christ,
Paul of the Holy †


