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Thomas Fossi (7)

Presentation

December 12, 1738

May Jesus Live!

Dear Friend,
With great satisfaction I read your letter and did not reply earlier because God so disposed. I recognize 
always more the divine work in your soul. If you continue to live abandoned to the Divine Good Pleasure, 
you will be blessed. It is the plan of God that the devil makes such an uproar around you for his greater 
glory and the greater profit of your soul. Settle down, dear one, in your suffering without philosophizing on 
these pains, and pursue the good like a simple child. The servant of God makes continual prayer, not, I say, 
on his knees, but with a loving attention to the Divine Presence. And the more he is deprived of sensible 
consolation, the better.
Holy continence is the work of God. Encourage yourself to persevere and encourage your wife.
The light you received is genuine, but it is not the time to follow it. God will open the way. Meanwhile, say: 
“My heart is ready, O God, my heart is ready.” Mock your enemy and rejoice to be a victim sacrificed in 
holocaust to the Supreme Good. A holocaust is completely burnt up and becomes ashes. That is what God 
wishes of you, that is, that you be burnt up by the fire of trials, and then from these ashes will come a spark 
of the fire of love that will inflame everything. Believe me, I am not deceived.
I rejoice over your conference with the Jesuit priest, and I hope he cleared up my mistakes with his holy 
sweat. That vow was not necessary, and for my part I would counsel you to stay with your freedom. But 
you do as God inspires you. Your present way of life does not call for severe fasting, for your health is too 
insecure. Temperance and moderation make for a continual fast. Pray His Divine Majesty for poor Paul, 
who finds himself in a pit of miseries. Here the servants of God continually grow in perfection, while I go 
only downward.
Greet your wife for me and encourage her to holy perseverance. I am not writing to your sister-in-law. Fol-
low Jesus Crucified so that he may show you the way to paradise.
Your unworthy servant,
Paul of the Holy †


