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December 10, 1738

J.M.J.

The grace of the Holy Spirit be always with you. Amen.
Some days ago I received your letter, along with the lentils, sent from Onano. I thank you heartily for your 
charity, which you continue toward me. I pray His Divine Majesty to deprive you of all that is created so 
that you may be clothed only in Jesus Christ and with his virtues, especially those dearest to him: humility 
of heart, meekness, self-contempt, seraphic love, dead to all and alive to God.
Father Charles is doing well, and I hope he will take giant steps toward perfection.133
I did not pass through Pitigliano since I was in a hurry and surmised it would not be the time for me to stay. 
Where I do not have things to do, I do not stop. For the rest then, I am always the same as to my affection 
in the Lord for your region, and, if I can serve you, all you need do is command me, and you will find that I 
love you in God. I am pressed, so pray much for the very needy one who is writing. Jesus bless you. Amen. 
I am, and will always be, in the Side of Jesus,
Your true, unworthy servant,
Paul of the Holy †

________________________________________________________________________
133.
Father Charles was a native of Pitigliano and joined Paul at Saint Anthony and was vested in 1737. He was already ordained. 
He took his vows June 11, 1741, when Benedict XIV gave the first approval to the Congregation. He was dismissed in 1741, but 
returned in 1746 and once again took vows July 22, 1747, but was again dismissed January 23, 1750. His baptismal name was 
Charles Augustine Salemmi. He will be mentioned in further letters.


