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Reverend John Moretti (3)

Presentation

November 30, 1738

The priest, Father Hyacinth Arcari, well known to the Eminent Cardinals Corradini, Ruffo, Pico della Mi-
randola, also to Her Excellency Princess Rospigliosi, and nephew of His Eminence Cardinal Altieri, and 
known as well to me for many years, arrived in Orbetello without my having known he was coming and not 
in any way expecting him. Since he is new here, I did not think to have him call on Your Reverence nor was 
there anyone here who thought to suggest that to him. I was displeased over this and without a moment’s 
hesitation gave an account to Your Reverence, as was my duty, and obtained your consent. Whereas the 
time prevented his coming to the feast, I came in person to bring his required documents, well authenticat-
ed, with which Your Reverence in your graciousness remained satisfied. Then came a letter from Rome for 
him, which followed the renunciation of his assignment and which necessitated that he go on Thursday with 
all haste to the post office to make out a power of attorney with a notary.
Whereas this priest was making a closed retreat until Christmas in order to recollect his spirit, and to the 
extent that he was instructed to make his journey as on retreat, with great recollection and speaking only 
as was necessary, and then return to take up his retreat by Father Fulgentius, who is the confessor for the 
house, he did this with great edification. All this is based on the rules of masters of the Spirit who forbid 
even looking at buildings and similar things so as not to distract oneself.
The mistake then, if it can be called a mistake, took place innocently and for most holy ends. Therefore, I 
did not believe Your Reverence ought to have been so outraged at so small a thing and at what was done 
for such an upright end.
Finally, out of the love for that God “who humbled himself and became obedient unto death,” and prostrate 
at your feet, I beg pardon, also in the name of the priest, to whom nothing has been said in order not to 
upset him for such an innocent mistake, and ask you to be satisfied that he continues his retreat. When that 
is finished, he will come to receive your orders. Perhaps you will not be willing to concede me this grace, 
but let it be granted fully and he will come, and not only he, but also all the others for the greater glory of 
God and the confusion of hell.
I could not believe that the goodness of our vicar would deny anything so just, all the more so because 
you are aware how much I have venerated, served, and obeyed you in all the circumstances in which you 
commanded me.
And God knows in what waters you would have found yourself, if the Providence of God had not caused 
me to intervene. I cannot speak about it, and have never spoken about it, to you, and will not, for it is a 
secret thing. This is all I will say that you may know how I esteem and venerate you as superior in place of 
His Eminence, and I would wish all ecclesiastics would obey and respect you as does this Retreat. At the 
Tribunal of God all will be known.
The superiors of this diocese have always treated us with distinction and have availed themselves of the ad-
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vice of Saint Paul, and I know the bishops value their good fortune to have workers in their dioceses, using 
them with great success for the greater glory of God, and to give them heart to work.
Enough! I bow my head to the designs of the Divine Good Pleasure, and for this reason I wish not to stop 
working day and night. “If I were to please men, I would not be a servant of Jesus Christ.” Dear Father 
Vicar, please remember that Paul and all the Retreat are your true servants and are eager to obey you in 
everything that is not contrary to our Constitutions. Recall all the times this Retreat provided workers for 
the nuns, for the missions, and so on. Remember to continue your charity so that they do not sink down 
and lose courage and come to abandon the work to go elsewhere to gather greater fruit. I do not say this of 
myself, for I hope to leave my bones here. I stay here gladly, for here I find my disgrace, small satisfaction, 
and persecutions. Your Reverence knows better than I. I am waiting for the letter carrier and the reply to 
my letter so I will know what I am to do. I remain at your feet, asking you to bless me. I affirm myself as,
Your Reverence’s humble and unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross


