
WWW.PASSIOCHRISTI.ORG

199

Agnes Grazi (74)

Presentation

November 29, 1738

J.M.J.

My Daughter in Jesus Crucified,
I could not reply sooner to your letter, given me by one of our priests who was down there. I am reading 
what you have written to me regarding your direction, that is, that it is no longer the Will of God that I direct 
you. When such a light comes from a quiet spirit and it is in prayer that God has you know that, then after 
due consideration, if it is approved, you are to follow it. I have no other desire than to do the Divine Will. 
This is what all my prayers tend toward; that is the goal of my desires. Whence, if you know it is not the 
Will of God that I assist you, go right ahead. It is sufficient that you do not desert the God who has given you 
so many graces. Serve God, praise God, and walk toward holy perfections. Even if I am not assisting you, 
that is not important, for I have always believed I am a blind mole and a weak reed. Do not desert your path, 
follow it faithfully, and for direction make use of the one God inspires you to choose. I will be completely 
happy, for His Divine Majesty has always done me this favor of seeking nothing beyond his entire glory.
What oppresses and frightens me is to hear you say that you have lied to me and have concealed things and 
have not been frank. Oh, this is what terrifies me! I do not believe it, and I maintain that you are saying this 
with a heart that is under temptation, oppressed by storms occasioned by passion and temptation. I repeat 
that I do not believe this, for I know Agnes and it is clear to me that she has always come with sincerity. But 
since I am a blind man, if this ever happened, there is a remedy. It is enough that I tell you that, if you lied 
and deceived me, and this is absolutely clear, if you do not want to tell me the truth, there are not wanting 
those to whom you can go to confession. If you want, there is Father Fulgentius or anyone else, Father 
Francis or Father Alonzo, or whomever you choose. So that confessing your fault you will remedy the evil 
done and, not having confidence in me, you can choose another minister of God. If you are humble, God 
will increase his graces.
I have always sought to serve your soul only for the pure glory of God. That is enough for you. Do not lose 
in an instant so much good. Humble yourself before God, have recourse to him, and he will give you great 
help. Do not hesitate.
I am not coming to conduct the retreat because of the news I have received. For the greater service of God, 
Father John Baptist will conduct the retreat for the greater good of all the religious. You do not know the 
whole matter, and you have not had the experience. God can have you desire things that it seems he wills, 
and then it turns out otherwise. This is to test us so that we may learn to resign ourselves to his Holy Will.
On my part I say to you that in regard to direction, it would be better that you provide yourself someone, 
whether in Viterbo or where you think best. And I will be always ready to serve you and all, if not as father, 
then as the universal slave of all creatures. God bless you. Amen.
With regard to Communion, go where you think best, for I leave you in holy freedom. If you pray for poor 
sinners, I will be among them as Captain General.
Your unworthy servant,
Paul of the Holy †


