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Agnes Grazi (73)

Presentation

November 5, 1738

J.M.J.

My Daughter in Jesus Christ,
Last evening I received your letter and would wish to reply in person, but I cannot. I simply say that to 
know whether the gifts you receive in prayer are from God, you need to look at the effects they produce, 
that is, greater humility, self-contempt, detachment from all things, love of suffering, great charity toward 
one’s neighbor, and purity of soul and body. But it can happen that one receives gifts from God and then is 
tempted.
I have experienced some fear with regard to what you are telling me about this devil who seemed to want 
to sin with you and caused certain feelings in your flesh. These are things to be careful about and much to 
be feared and call for great caution. Enough! Have no doubts whatsoever, trust yourself to God, fly to your 
castle which is the holy Side of Jesus, and have no fear. Offer the Precious Blood of Jesus to the Heavenly 
Father and pray that through the infinite merits of that Blood you be delivered from that brutish monster of 
impurity.
Write me if anything further has happened and give me complete details so that I can offer you, with the 
grace of God, devout remedies. Blessed Angela of Foligno and other saints have suffered immense pain in 
this way for years. But I have high hopes that God will spare you from this cruel beast, for there is so much 
danger here.
With regard to what you tell me happened on Friday, if it ever happens again, drive such a thing away. Say 
you wish only to embrace Jesus and his cross, and repeat such acts with great constancy. The devil often 
takes the form of an angel of light and seeks all kinds of stratagems to seduce you. Sometimes he brings on 
certain false fervors which take one to excess. The fruits make everything known. Enough! We will speak 
together when God so wishes. Hold to your usual rules: flee from all visions and lose yourself completely in 
God. These loving awakenings in the night are good since they raise you up into God and are in pure faith. 
Here, there is no deceit; but you must keep yourself in a repose of obscure faith.
With regard to a retreat with the nuns, I cannot do that. I have too much to do to prepare myself for missions. 
Please make my excuses to Mother Vicaress. I did give them the retreat last year, so it would be better to 
have someone else, Father John Baptist or the Advent preacher. I am not proposing anyone. Let them seek 
whomsoever God inspires, but let them excuse me and do me a great charity. I would be ready to serve them 
a year from now, if I am alive.
Certain ones think that you are attached to me, but I know that is not so. It is always necessary to fear the 
fiery beast of self-love, which is a dragon with seven heads and mixes itself into everything. There is noth-
ing that I fear more and makes me guard my heart so that I be not corrupted. The love of God is jealous! A 
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grain of inordinate affection for creatures is enough to ruin everything.
I tell you this because I want you to be holy, and so I cut off everything that is not of God. But there is never 
enough pruning. Always cut away, my daughter, for that will give God great glory. The less consolation 
you have from creatures, the more you will have from God. I am speaking of the consolation derived from 
speaking with a spiritual director. The ancient and great saints had conferences very rarely and they were 
great saints. Courage and be happy in God. I do not spare myself in working for your soul. I am in a hurry. 
Since I have written a large stack of letters, my head tells me I can do no more. Jesus bless you. Amen. Live 
Jesus!
Your true servant in Jesus,
Paul of the Holy †


