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Agnes Grazi (65)130

Presentation

June 13, 1738

Jesus and Mary be praised.

My Daughter in Jesus Crucified,
I am writing this letter to visit your spirit in the pure Side of Jesus. I believe it is being attacked by a small 
storm. Because I strongly wish that you take profit in the way of Holy Love, I am writing the following 
points.
First, God wishes you to be detached from all created things and dead to all that is not God, deprived of all 
human consolation, and that your heart know no comfort, except that which God gives you and that which 
come from God through his sacred minister, when you least expect it. So, my daughter, let your fears cease. 
God is your Father, Master, and Spouse. Abandon yourself more and more in the divine bosom of his Holy 
Good Pleasure and constantly stick to the exercises, both prayer and Communion, which have been pre-
scribed for you in the Name of God. Let the devil roar as much as he wants.
Relax your penitential practices a bit, at least until you have gained more strength, or even leave them off 
altogether, especially if you feel very weak on account of the indisposition mentioned to me by Father John 
Baptist. With regard to that, I am sending you a packet of wild roses, which is an astringent. You take it 
powdered in a little broth, water, or wine, as you choose. The dosage is as follows. Grind it to powder in a 
little dish, and then take as much as you can fit on a half paolo, a grosso romano131 as we say, but no more. 
Then take it with broth, water, or wine, as I said. If the first does not have an effect, take another. I have 
never tried it, but I have been told about it by someone who used it under orders of a good surgeon. If you 
wish, you can consult a doctor where you are.
With regard to holy prayer, follow your usual procedure. Take care to do all in a growing faith, seeking 
simply the love of God and his greater glory, and, above all, cut out the visions and imaginations. Annihilate 
yourself more and more. Be hidden to all and open only to God and to the one who guides you in his name.
I am always more disposed to assist your soul to the extent that God wills. Since I am certain it is his Holy 
Will, I will not spare myself any effort for your greater good; but you must keep yourself in complete de-
tachment. Whereas I have resolved not to come to Orbetello except for extreme necessity, for good reasons 
which I hope God approves, therefore, if you have any need, write me with the usual freedom and sincerity 
as at first so that when God wills, we will have occasion to confer face-to-face.
Poor Paul remains more than ever immersed in a depth of miseries, desolations and storms. God knows 
how dear death would be for him. Pray much for this miserable one and for the Retreat because this holy 
work seems to be crashing to the ground. It is so much persecuted. I am preparing myself for this, for my 
sins merit that.
If God inspires you, write me an account of your spirit and send me that writing so I may have a chance to 
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examine it. But I leave you always in holy freedom.
Jesus enrich you with the fullness of his grace and blessings. Amen.
Give the letters to the Retreat servant boy, who is coming on Sunday, and tell him to hand them to me. May 
Jesus live. Amen. Greet Signora Maria Johanna for me. Tell me what harm and what profit you derive from 
my letter and my guidance.
Your true servant in Christ,
Paul of the Holy †

________________________________________________________________________
130.
Paul conducted missions after Easter until the summer heat began. He is back at the Retreat and takes up his correspondence, 
sharing the difficulties he is undergoing.
131.
Another reference to a coin in circulation at that time.


