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Father Ottavio Spezi

CittB delle Pieve

April 11, 1738

J.M.J.

The grace of the Holy Spirit be always with you. Amen.
Most Reverend Prior and Reverend Patron,
Tomorrow evening about 22 hours, or when it is best for the people, the holy mission will enter this house, 
mandated by the zealous pastor of this diocese, but even more by the Supreme Pastor of souls, Jesus Christ. 
People from Old Mongiovino and Colle di San Paolo may join us.
Therefore, I request Your Reverence to inform the people so that they may be ready to profit from this great 
treasure. The entry of the mission takes place as follows:
With the ringing of the bells the clergy and people assemble, the first cleric or first pastor takes the crucifix. 
I presume that will be your function.
The procession proceeds in this order. The pastor goes ahead with the crucifix, followed by the clergy, who 
chant, “You have blessed the earth, O Lord,” and the people answer, “May He be praised forever,” and so 
on. Behind the clergy the men should file in with good order, and behind everyone else the women. This is 
our practice for this service. When we come to the head of the place where there is room, the people are to 
be stationed in this way: the women on one side, the men on the other, and the clergy between them. The 
missionary will then deliver a discourse. When that is over, he will take the crucifix from the pastor and 
intone, “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,” and lead the procession into the church in the same order as 
before. The first discourse will then follow.
This is all I need to tell you with regard to this ceremony. We will take up further details step by step. Mean-
while, I recommend myself to your holy prayers, and with all respect I declare myself sincerely, as I finish 
in haste,
Your humble, unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul Danei, Apostolic Missionary
Above all else, I ask you to make the announcement to all the parishes mentioned.


