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Agnes Grazi (63)

Presentation

March 18, 1738

J.M.J.

My Daughter in Jesus Crucified,
At this moment I received your letter and, since I am about to celebrate Holy Mass, do not have time to 
reply adequately. The virtue that most pleases God is resignation to his most Holy Will. Many times His 
Divine Majesty has us desire great things, but does not wish the effect. Many times we ask a favor of God 
and he grants it in another way, for that is more expedient for our better good. You desire and ask that I 
come on Friday. If I do not have necessary business, I would hope to come. I am pressured by what I must 
do for many.
To the extent that it is the Will of God that I assist you, I will not hesitate. But you ought to be calm and 
more resigned. When I decide to leave, show yourself more indifferent; this is true virtue. So then, if God 
opens the way for me to come, I will come, and that could be “yes.” But if my duties increase, I will not 
come.
Regarding experiences of union in prayer and other lights, keep careful watch on yourself, carefully exam-
ine the effects. If they produce greater knowledge of self and more self-contempt, a greater love for virtue, 
for suffering in order to give glory to God and grow in perfection to please God the more, and other marvel-
ous effects – if they are of this kind – be quiet, for they are from God. But do not trust in yourself; remain 
in a holy, filial fear of God. Believe that God is treating you like an unweaned infant, for you are weak. The 
strong ones who have good teeth eat hard bread. Let this be a motive for you to humble yourself.
Overcome your temptations with humility and a holy fear of God. The devil is afraid and flees from the 
humble who distrust themselves. Have no doubts that God will draw good from all this, and you will come 
out victorious on the Cross of Jesus Christ.
On the Feast of Our Lady of Sorrows you can go to church. If I come, it will be early. But there are diffi-
culties. If I do not come, go to Communion. If by a certain hour, I have not arrived, do not distract yourself 
by being on the watch. If I come, I will see to it that I find you and will come to you. God bless you. Amen.
Your weak, unworthy servant,
Paul of the Holy †


