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Agnes Grazi (58)

Presentation

[After July] 1737

Live the holy †.

My Daughter in Jesus Crucified,
Last evening I could not say everything, for it was night and I wrote in haste. Who knows if you understood 
the letter? In the prayer of faith, in which the soul rests in the love of God, and in these other elevations 
which leave the soul humble, fervent with a love of suffering and virtue and to do great things for God, there 
can never be deceit. But in the imaginings of the mind and so on, often, often the devil moves in to deceive 
the soul under the color of good. Truth is found when the soul is entirely united to God and distrustful of 
self; this does not happen when the devil is present. It is from the fruits which result that we judge, as I have 
told you at other times. This beast has not spared the great servants of God; but because they were humble, 
they made a fool of him. So the rule, my daughter, is the rule of the saints: reject such things of every kind. 
If they are good, they will bring their effects; if they are evil, the devil will leave confused and beaten.
But in rejecting these things there is no need to force your head or strain your spirit, but humble yourself 
gently, invoke the divine help to drive off the imaginings, and continue your prayer in God.
If these visions continue, make little of them, as if they were the flies of summer, and get on with your 
loving devotion with your Highest Good. Go ahead and write to Sister Lilia, the Mother Prioress, and to 
whomever you want, but write with prudence and as little as possible. Pray God he give me the strength and 
patience and grace to die a happy death. If God inspires you to withdraw to a convent, I concur with all my 
heart. God will provide you with many servants of God to counsel you. Jesus bless you.
Your Servant,
Paul of the †


