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Agnes Grazi (57)

Presentation

December 20, 1737

Jesus and Mary be praised.

My Daughter in Jesus Christ,
Last evening I received your letter, which was open because you did not seal it. Since there was no paste, 
it was left open. All I have to say is that you should be careful about this. I understand what you are saying 
about Father Anthony. May God grant him a safe trip, and once he returns he is not to come there, but to 
the mountain. If he wants to hold on to his vocation, he needs to stay withdrawn. I will not give in to flesh 
and blood.
I am astonished that you tell me you are worried that you do not know what title to give me. When have I 
ever asked for titles? The son of a poor tobacco shopkeeper – a beggar, born poor and living as a beggar, 
despised and most miserable – merits a title! Oh, you are much deceived and still do not know me, although 
you ought to know me. Continue, therefore, to address me just as you always have. If you have anything 
of special importance to tell me, do so when it pleases God. If it weighs upon you, write me, for at present 
I cannot leave here. Follow the advice I gave you with regard to your spiritual conduct and do not trust 
yourself. Remain in pure faith and love.
With regard to my leaving here, I will leave in the best way I can. But when I have fulfilled my task, I 
should hide myself and allow myself to be seen little. I hope that I will be able to do this more and more. I 
have made strong resolutions during these holy days, for that is what God wills. He who is much with men 
comes away less a man.
As regard the Holy Night, I say that they will dine late, and before they leave the table, it will be three or 
four hours after the Ave Maria bell. I want you to show yourself pleasing, but very recollected and modest 
and quiet in speaking for an hour after you have dined. During this hour converse with whomsoever you 
will. Then go to your room and settle into prayer.
Spend part of the time of your prayer on your knees, the greater part seated, but I leave you free. At 5 hours 
I think the bells will ring, so you will be able to stay in contemplation of the great mystery until the service 
has finished. Take care to take a nap in the first part of the evening, at least at 6 hours, and then get up and 
stay in prayer to the end of the day. Really, I cannot give you a rule. For this night I leave you free and give 
the merit of obedience for all that you do.
I am not giving you any devotional practices, for it is a fool who is writing from after Matins until now. 
Use the advice given in the past. Caress the Divine Infant frequently and have Mary Most Holy anoint your 
heart with her holy milk and mix that with the tears of the Infant. Annihilate yourself, despise yourself, 
humble yourself, but gently, for if Mary Most Holy sees that your heart is tiny and infant-like in humility, 
she will allow you to embrace the dear Divine Infant. In this Holy Night, more than ever, I recommend you 
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to His Divine Majesty and wish you a Holy Christmas; however, I already extended my wishes on the Day 
of Mary’s Expectation of Birth.
I have nothing more to say of myself. Do me the charity of continuing to recommend me to the Lord, espe-
cially on the Holy Night. I will be always more obligated to you.
Do not worry about having called me an ungrateful father since, to a large extent, I am. However, do not be 
scrupulous about that, for it was said with good intent. I cannot write more, for it is a nobody who is writing 
this letter. Jesus bless you. Amen. I am and will be ever,
Your unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross


