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Sister Maria Cherubina Bresciani (11)

Presentation

Orbetello

November 20, 1737

May the sweet Jesus and his † live always in our hearts.

My Beloved Daughter in Jesus Crucified,
On my return from the missions to the Retreat, I found your letter, and only God knows how dear it was 
to me for the precious news I read there of your conduct. Onward, my daughter. Now you begin to be a 
disciple of Jesus Christ! I am very happy that you once more are going without a chemise, as long as you 
maintain due decency and modesty. I hope that little by little the Divine Majesty will teach you his Will 
and give you the grace to fulfill it. I am not writing at greater length for there is no reason to do so since I 
do not see anything new in your soul. I am sorry that I must leave to preach the Advent sermons. But if you 
will write me, I will inform them here at the Retreat that they are to forward your letter since I am going to 
Scanzano about eighteen miles away and will answer you from there.
I am sure that I did not receive two of your letters, so it must be that they were lost. May the Will of God 
be done. I have received the letter of September 22. Try to send your letters securely and address them: Si-
gnore D. Francis Carascon, Commissioner of War. Put two copies of the address inside with the directions 
for them. I also will tell them about this. Signore Carascon is stationed in Orbetello and will send me any 
letters safely.
Now listen, my daughter in Jesus Christ, I trust in the good God that he who has begun this work will bring 
it to perfection. Oh, if you only knew with what a loving eye God regards you! Courage, then!
Continue with the rules you have been given about prayer and all the rest. Take your repose completely in 
God, treat one-on-one with the Sovereign Good, remain in your nothingness, cast this nothingness into the 
Infinite All that is God, and let yourself be lost in that infinite sea of love.
After not a few troubles, an apostolic brief was issued. On September 14, the Feast of the Exaltation of the 
Holy Cross, the principal feast of our newly born Congregation, we made our solemn entry and had the 
blessing of the church and Retreat. I had the part of leading the way with the cross held high with a rope 
around my neck and eight companions followed me, five priests and four lay brothers. A discourse fitting to 
the occasion was delivered and the sacred ceremony came to a close. All my companions are clothed in the 
same habit as I wear. In all we are nine, besides one who waits to be vested. They all serve God with fervor 
except the unworthy one who writes to you. The principal difficulties are coming up now, for shortly I must 
go to Rome and place myself at the feet of the Sovereign Pontiff for the approval of the Rule. What frightens 
me is the fact I am in no wise prepared. So you see, my daughter, that you have done well to pray for this 
work. Continue now to pray for it from your heart, and I assure you that you will have part in the merit, as 
much as if you had actually shared our vocation. I hope and am confident that before dying I will have good 
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news. But as for now God knows the seas in which I find myself. I have need that you pray much for me.
When you address me in a letter, or otherwise, do not use the word “daddy.” For although you do so with 
great simplicity and love, it is a worldly term. It is better that you call me by the tender name of “father,” for 
God, the great Father of Mercies, has given you to me as a daughter in the pure Heart of his beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ. I end by leaving you in that Heart which is the King of Hearts. Greet the Father Confessor and 
the Mother Abbess for me and all the good religious. Let them pray for me. God bless you and inflame you 
with love.
Greet Sister Alma Candida for me; I desire that she be all God’s and live only for God. Let her remember 
her holy resolutions.
Your unworthy servant in Christ,
Paul of the Cross, Missionary


