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Cardinal Lawrence Altieri (10)

Presentation

October 29, 1737

J.M.J.

Your Eminence,
With all possible reverence and consolation of my spirit, I am obeying your venerated commands, received 
in this ordinary post, with reference to the information on Donna Maria from Giglio, daughter of Vincent 
Lubbiano.122 Your Eminence should be aware that on the Feast of the Birth of Mary, I found myself at 
Porto San Stefano to work for the poor fishermen and the rest of the populace by preaching the divine word 
and taking care of confessions, as I had been urgently asked to do by these people. It was then that the lady 
came from Giglio. I had no knowledge of her previously but was instantly asked to pray over her and per-
form an exorcism over her.
I refused strongly, all the more so since I did not have permission for it and also because a poor worker who 
is in the middle of a mission and hearing confessions cannot give himself to such a task, which demands 
complete dedication and not a little time when there is question of using the ordinary means.
They were so insistent that they forced me to yield, and so I wrote to Orbetello to obtain the permission 
from the vicar general. Actually, I did not write myself, but the chaplain did so on the part of those who 
were with the lady.
The vicar general decided to send the faculties, and one morning the lady came to the church at a time I was 
besieged in the confessional with a crowd of poor fishermen. As soon as she got into the church and caught 
sight of me, she began to shout out. From the confessional I issued a silent command and she became quiet.
She then came to make her confession and had scarcely knelt at my feet when she began, once more, to 
make an outcry. I repeated my silent command that she be quiet, and she made her confession with com-
plete devotion, etc.   I then gave her Communion, and I assure Your Eminence that she is a woman who 
reveres God greatly.
In the evening, after I had preached to the poor people, I had everyone leave the church. In prayer I rec-
ommended the business of the lady; then I had her brought in. She had not come until then; someone went 
and brought her into the church. In the presence of the chaplain and two trustworthy women who held on 
to her, and with the church locked I began the exorcism according to the prescription of the Roman Ritual.
She manifested some reactions with shouting, howling, twisting, and thrashing her body about. I pursued 
the exorcism with all my strength and used the strongest prescriptions of our Holy Mother Church. And so I 
continued for about an hour, binding the evil spirits to leave the woman. And she did become quiet and free 
of the pains she first endured. According to what I am told, she slept quietly and she ate. Previously, she did 
that only with great pain and difficulty, as is usual with those so afflicted. She did not stop thanking God.
She returned to Giglio, and from there they told me she was doing well. But from there they let me know 
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that she is once more in her first condition. I am not surprised at that and attribute that to my fault and weak 
faith.
She did not give any extraordinary signs, such as speaking in Latin or other languages, but did show oth-
er signs which make me fear that she was possessed. I assure Your Eminence, however, that I am hard to 
convince in this area, especially when it comes to women who are given to strong imaginations and often 
believe what is not so. And there are other sicknesses which not rarely imitate the actions of the obsessed. 
I have heard experts say that.
But since there are all kinds of evil spirits, as our learned Martin Di Rio tells us, it takes very experienced 
men to discern, and it is, above all, necessary that they be men of great love of God and armed with the 
liveliest of faith. Before God I say in truth as I feel, and I do not lie, that I am most unworthy and very far 
from that level. Therefore, I would not know how to act with the woman except to recommend her to the 
Sovereign Giver of all that is good.
I am, however, disposed to do all that Your Eminence is fit to command me; and in order to obey you in 
giving my opinion, I see myself prostrate at your feet to fulfill the obedience. But I say that it seems good 
to me to make use of the care of doctors to determine whether the sickness may be natural. If they see it is 
not natural and, if nothing helps her sickness, then in order to take away all apprehension, make use of some 
expert servant of God who will perform the exorcisms.
It is certain that this shouting cannot go on in church and in approaching the Blessed Sacrament or prayer, 
etc. These are bad signs and usual with the obsessed. But, I submit all to your wise judgment. I will write to 
Giglio, to the archpriest, as you have commanded me, and I will send him my opinions.
Would that the brief for the private oratory come soon, as I mentioned in my previous letter.123 I place 
myself once more at your feet through today’s ordinary post, in which I give you the information you asked 
from me. I should leave for a mission in Umbria, where I have been asked for. In that event, when I go, I 
will take with me only a priest companion. Three priests will remain at the Retreat with four lay brothers.
I end, prostrate at your feet, and ask your prayers and holy blessing. With profound reverence, I am your 
unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul Danei

________________________________________________________________________
122.
Paul writes from “the Retreat” on Mount Argentario to Cardinal Altieri about an exorcism he conducted in September at Porto 
San Stefano. This is the only letter in which he mentions diabolical possession. In the Passionist archives in Rome there is a note 
that Martin Di Rio was a Jesuit who wrote an article in 1599 about magic arts.
123.
At the close of the letter Paul writes about a brief for a private oratory promised by the cardinal. On August 31, 1737, the Holy 
See granted Paul permission to celebrate liturgical ceremonies and administer the sacraments in the Church of the Presentation.


