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Cardinal Lawrence Altieri (9)121

Mount Argentario

August 29, 1737

J.M.J.

Most Eminent and Reverend Cardinal,
It will be for the highest glory of God and the great edification and spiritual help of our neighbor if Your 
Eminence, as I infallibly hope, will communicate your favorable report to the Sacred Congregation, as Your 
Eminence thought worthy to inform me in his venerated communication. We assure Your Eminence before 
God that we have always proceeded most sincerely and in all simplicity and, above all, with the greatest 
possible obedience to Your Eminence. Then if the reports have been submitted by whatever means and have 
been reviewed by a person favoring the work of God, we would have nothing more to do.
My conscience does not reprehend me, thanks be to God, on this business. As far as the royal assent, which 
Your Eminence wanted strengthened, I, in order to obey you, had determined to go to Naples but was pre-
vented by friends out of fear that I would lose my health and even my life, because of the stormy weather, 
which was threatening at that time. Shortly afterward, the judge from Naples, along with all the officials for 
this area, assured me that after using all diligence they could not obtain anything more since His Majesty is 
opposed to giving more than one approval for any project. They wrote Your Eminence to that effect. Your 
Eminence, what could I do? Was I not obliged to believe a public official, such as the general, who said the 
same thing, that is, that the king does not repeat concessions? In addition, Your Eminence, he asserted there 
is no one, whether private or royal official or any other, who would dare to make such a request to the king 
for fear of receiving a severe reprimand or worse.
So I do not know what more I can do except, as I have always done, abandon the whole project into the 
hands of the Almighty, who knows well how to clear away all the difficulties in his own time and to use 
whom he will for his greater glory.
Regarding the two public oratories that are connected with hermitages on this mountain, we have found 
them to be such, and I believe it has been so beyond the memory of man. There is no reason to doubt that 
they were established by the authority of the bishop who takes care of the visitations. Masses are celebrated 
there by priests of all sorts and for all times and for all the solemnities. Whereas, if they had been private 
oratories established by apostolic brief, as Your Eminence informed me, they could not have been used in 
the way they were used. We, ourselves, have celebrated Holy Thursday here, and the bishop was always in 
agreement, even though we now live collegially under the authority of the Ordinary.
I can add for Your Eminence a more recent example. For twenty years, under the jurisdiction of Your 
Eminence, the Grazi family built a church on their holdings around Albigna with the permission of Your 
Eminence, and there celebrations are held for all times by all. All these country churches, or we may wish 
to say country public oratories, were erected and opened with the permission of the Ordinary. In Portercole, 
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beyond the gates and to some distance, there is the Church of Saint Rock, built by a dear benefactor after 
the first War of the Garrisons. There celebrations are permitted without limitation, and it was built with the 
permission of the Ordinary.
There are the Churches of Our Lady of the Vineyard and of Saint Blaise, which are not far from Orbetello. 
The Church of Saint Blaise is a wretched chapel, but it is treated in the same way as the others. I have seen 
the same in Lombardy and everywhere else I have traveled.
This is all I can say to obey Your Eminence with regard to what you requested.
And now, seeing that by our faults we are unworthy to receive the favor which Your Eminence could so 
easily bestow, we are having recourse to the Holy Apostolic See to obtain a brief for a private oratory as You 
Eminence prefers. With this we are content since in this way we will have more opportunity to stay at the 
feet of the Crucified, and in this way the road is closed for us to help our poor by administering, as we have 
done up until now, the holy sacraments of Confession and Communion. Only when we are asked to give 
missions will we go out to other dioceses where we are called to conduct missions. We trust that the mercy 
of God will have pity on these poor men who desire to serve him all their days with all their hearts, and 
he will cause the apostolic brief to be soon expedited, seeing that His Divine Majesty knows we no longer 
know what to do and that half of us are sick. For various reasons this cannot continue.
All our hopes now rest in his infinite goodness. We return thanks to our Crucified Love, who has closed to 
us all the ways of men so that we may place more confidence in his paternal protection.
With profound respect, recommending ourselves to your prayers and seeking your blessing,
Your humble, obedient servant,
Paul Danei

________________________________________________________________________
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Unable to obtain the permission of the cardinal for a public oratory, Paul finally submits everything to the Will of God.


