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Cardinal Lawrence Altieri (7)

Mount Argentario

July 31, 1737

Most Eminent and Reverend Cardinal,
Having called upon the Divine Name and his Divine Light, we come once more to prostrate ourselves at 
your feet with our respectful request, and we take courage in Jesus Christ to speak as sons to a father.
Your Eminence, how can your compassion bear the burden of allowing so much pain to afflict us two poor 
brothers and our companions, who have come together in the Name of God to serve the Sovereign Good, 
by delaying so long to give them permission to bless a church which they have built with all propriety for 
the worship of His Divine Majesty?
By the grace of God, our hearts cannot reprove us as having given any reason for Your Eminence to delay 
this blessing for such a long time, neither for the church building, which is the best suited that Your Emi-
nence has in this district, nor for the provision for the upkeep of the building or the sacristy in view of the 
conditions Your Eminence prescribed. Consequently, Your Eminence, how can your good heart allow the 
suffering and pain, the inconveniences, and not a little wonderment in people, near and far, who have come 
to know about the situation and cannot comprehend the cause of the delays? And doesn’t this leave it open 
for many people to make up stories in many ways, as I have been told?
Your Eminence well knows that when you instructed us through your vicar to serve the people committed 
to your pastoral care, we did not delay a single moment in obeying. Three times we preached missions in 
Orbetello, a fourth time if you count the retreat given at the convent and for your clergy. Besides, there were 
other retreats and sermons given in Porto San Stefano, along with missions and doctrinal instructions given 
frequently, without mentioning what was done on the island of Giglio. And we are ever ready to obey Your 
Eminence whenever you ask us.
Finally, Your Eminence, grant us out of love for all the work and suffering undergone by the Incarnate Word 
for the salvation of our souls the right to celebrate the Divine Sacrifice in this church, which we have built 
with divine assistance. Your Eminence should be aware that at present we are forced to walk a mile and 
more to celebrate. It has happened, and well may happen frequently in the future, that in this air, since ev-
eryone of us labors with poor health, in order not to risk the clear danger of incurring a grave illness, we will 
leave off celebration or attendance at Mass on feasts. I tell you this in order not to burden our consciences 
so that God will not demand an account from us at his dread tribunal.
If the liars and persecutors of this work of God, who are not wanting, and we know for certain there are 
such, continue to set out difficulties and calumnies to Your Eminence in order to block this work for the 
glory of God – although we can hope Your Eminence will not give them much of a hearing – in that case, 
with God’s help we will continue to suffer and pray for them, and continue to make our way to celebrate at 
Saint Anthony’s, so long as God wants us here on the mountain.
I am unhappy that we are not going out in the midst of these poor souls to give the missions where we have 
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been requested, but we cannot, due to the delay of this business.
We have done all we could so that the Divine Mysteries would be celebrated in our new church and that the 
praises of God would be offered there to the help of the poor souls in this most needy district. In the future 
we will continue to inform Your Eminence with our unworthy letters, and we will use all diligence and 
continue to suffer all that Divine Majesty wishes for us. With profound reverence, asking for your blessing, 
we affirm we have always been, are, and will be invariably,
Your Eminence’s humble, obedient, unworthy servants,
Paul and John Baptist Danei


