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Cardinal Lawrence Altieri (6)

Saint Anthony

July 25, 1737

J.M.J.

Your Most Reverend Eminence,
I understand from your vicar general that it is the intention of Your Eminence to have recourse to the Holy 
See to obtain an apostolic indult that would reduce to the rank of a private oratory the most decent church 
Your Eminence has in this region. Your Eminence can make sure of this by having an episcopal visitation or 
any other way that seems better to you. We cannot go along with this for many reasons. Mainly, if it is mere-
ly a private oratory, the shepherds who come to this part of the mountain, and others, would not be able to 
satisfy their obligation of hearing Mass, as Your Eminence has informed me. We have done everything with 
the permission of Your Eminence, and you have shown yourself, in your charity, pleased with this work, 
both by word of mouth and in writing. The cornerstone was blessed with permission from your interim vicar 
general, who is one authority with the Ordinary. Your Eminence, toward the end of last autumn, while I was 
in Rome, wrote to your vicar general to bless this church and so informed me by word of mouth.
At this time all the difficulties that arose have been taken care of, and this was done precisely as Your Emi-
nence demanded. You were sent the contract furnished by the Grazi family, agreeing to the maintenance of 
the sacristy and the furnishings. We have managed to fulfill everything Your Eminence prescribed and it is 
morally impossible to do more. So many feast days have gone by that the population of Orbetello and the 
surroundings are awaiting the ceremony and are amazed with the delay, when everyone knows that Your 
Eminence, as Ordinary Pastor, can give the faculty to bless the church and make it public in accord with the 
Council of Trent. Since you are able to do that, they do not understand why you are unwilling.
We attribute it all to our sins and, humbled before the Most High, we exclaim: “Your judgments are just 
and true, O Lord.” The truth is that to promote this work for the pure glory of God and the good of the souls 
entrusted by the Most High to Your Eminence, we were sent and have passed through many dangers to life 
by land and by sea. In doing this we were moved by the great needs of this region.
If Your Eminence could only know in depth, you would not be able to stop weeping inconsolable tears, for 
living in the Garrison States are very many nationalities. So I leave you to consider in what condition your 
poor lambs find themselves. If they were to have someone to rouse them, things would be better.
In everything we adore Divine Providence and, although we have not been able to obtain the permission 
requested and begged for with such powerful reasons, we are in real necessity. A final decision, when there 
appears no other remedy, is to disperse all our company, who have been serving God with such fervor, es-
pecially in these times of so many rejections, since we cannot continue as things are now.
Nor will God demand an accounting of this from us since, in accord with the understanding that God has 
given me, we have done what we could. Three times we conducted missions and many times conducted 
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retreats for the nuns and clergy. Whenever we were asked, we gave our assistance to the people. For several 
years in Porto San Stefano, we looked after the advantage of these souls, who at our arrival were completely 
ignorant, even of the principal mysteries of our Faith.
We undertook missions, Lenten and Advent courses, and, thanks to God, we followed the holy counsel: 
“Freely you have received, freely give.” At Giglio we had a mission. So we cannot fathom the fact that Your 
Eminence is denying us permission, except it be because of our sins. We remain abandoned to the Divine 
Good Pleasure and are disposed to withdraw somewhere to prepare ourselves with greater attention and 
devotion for a holy death, which we can well expect soon in view of our many exhausting labors. Whence it 
is absolutely necessary that we resolve to preserve that peace so necessary for profit on the way to heaven, 
although for such a long time we have been assaulted, within and without, because of our work, and all this 
out of love for the sheep who are so neglected.
However, I will not omit, after so many hardships related to you, prostrating myself this last time at your feet, 
but repeat my supplication. Ah! Eminent Father, Most Reverend in Christ! how can you allow these servants 
and sons in Jesus Christ to be forced out of pure necessity to abandon this work? For if Your Eminence is 
not minded to grant the permission, which I am well informed you can grant as Ordinary, then it is necessary 
that we withdraw since it is impossible for us to continue in this excessive heat to walk more than a mile to 
celebrate Mass, all the more because in this air and this region we are always afflicted with much weakness 
and sickness because of our labors from study and other burdens which our vocations brings with it.
I ought not omit to mention and point out to Your Eminence that a high ranking personage, occupying a 
dignified position in the Church, has invited me to conduct missions in his city and diocese, and has asked 
me several times for two years that I establish a Retreat there. Up until now I have answered that I could not 
give the missions since I find myself in these great troubles and these poor souls still surround me. For the 
love God, may Your Eminence give us a final word. In case you do not think you can agree to blessing the 
church, then allow us freedom to go elsewhere with your blessing. Do not withdraw your protection so that 
we will not be objects of suspicion and in infinite struggles on left and right, and we then may leave in peace 
and do good to souls where we are called. My heart could not refrain from saying this because God wills it. 
Your Eminence has opened the way to promote the greater glory of God and the good of souls elsewhere. 
Nevertheless, I desire strongly that your soul be enriched with great treasure.
If Your Eminence thinks it necessary to obtain a brief in order to make our church a public oratory to the 
consolation of so many souls, or however better you judge, would it not be better for Your Eminence to ob-
tain that brief? Ah, Most Eminent Lord, the souls under your care recommend themselves to your zeal. We 
do not merit anything whatsoever, but the fatigue, the sweat, and the blood of Jesus do. Pardon the length 
at which I write. The necessity and the good of souls, so much retarded, have all forced me to set out these 
final thoughts and resolves of mine, while I only await your venerated commands in order to execute them. 
Finally, I pay you my profound reverence and ask for your blessing and holy prayers.
Your Eminence’s humble, unworthy servant,
Paul Danei


