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Sister Maria Cherubina Bresciani (10)

Orbetello

Presentation

July 15, 1737

May the sweet Jesus live always in our hearts.

My Beloved Daughter in Jesus Christ,
The other night I received your letter, and I see that you are wondering why I have not written. I am puzzled 
that you did not let me know that you received the small booklet which I sent you. And now I see that you 
did receive it. I tell you, therefore, that I do not have your letters nor those of Sister Alma Candida. Whence 
you have no reason to complain if I did not answer. They must have been lost.
I rejoice in the fruit of your retreat, and I also ask in my name that you develop these new plants. I will pray 
at the sacred altar that they enrich you with all perfection.
You should not marvel if the retreat made you feel guilty. God is guiding you on another path, although in 
essence it is the same, but God wishes us to make prayer in his way. The spiritual life has its beginning, its 
middle, and its end. Do not believe that one acts in the middle as one did at first.
Live then abandoned in God and rest in him. Follow the old rules that I set out for your direction. Be happy 
with your pains and other indispositions, which are dearer to God than all voluntary penances, for in these 
there is nothing of our own.
With regard to temptations, use the advice which I have given before and have no doubts that God holds 
you in his divine arms.
As for the dryness and other desolation you experience in Communion and in other exercises, I tell you to 
rejoice to be in such a state, loving to be in the Divine Will. Be assured that in this way God is taking away 
self-love and readying you for great graces.
Give my thanks in the pure Heart of Jesus to Mother Whilemena and Sister Alba Diamante for the favor of 
the oil, and assure them that all here will pray the Divine Majesty to give them an eternal reward.
Give thanks in the Lord to Reverend Mother Abbess and Sister Hipolita for the charitable memory they 
keep of me as well as all the other religious. I greet them in the Side of Jesus and say to them that I will 
never forget to make them part of my poor prayers. They should do the same for my great needs.
Our poor Retreat is finished and breathes devotion. We are nine poor religious in all, that is, five priests and 
four lay brothers – all resolved to serve God. Persecutions have arisen, both from devils who are unchained 
and also from men. We have not taken solemn possession but wait moment by moment. Pray God that my 
sins do not tear up this plant, from which I hope to see copious fruits.
There is no truth whatever that Signore Marocco was ever clothed in our habit, so those are baseless rumors 
that are being spread and are not to be believed.
I will send the bottle to Porto San Stefano so that as soon as the boat leaves from there, I will consign it to 
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you in care of Signore James, to whom I am including this.
I end by saluting you in the sweet Side of Jesus, and I pray the Sovereign Good to grant you the fullness of 
graces and blessings.
Greet Sister Alma Candida and, if there is any need, write.
Your true, unworthy servant,
Paul Danei


