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Cardinal Lawrence Altieri (4)

Orbetello

July 5, 1737

J.M.J.

Your Eminence,
When your directives were received with your esteemed letter of June 29, your vicar general came to our 
Father John Baptist, my brother, to inform him of the directives for entry into the house of Retreat and that 
a private oratory has been established for the use of those living there since, for the present, nothing more 
can be provided.
And now, for the fulfillment of these arrangements, I have asked your vicar to bless the church, where we 
would avail ourselves of the oratory to celebrate the Divine Mysteries. Your vicar has not wished to do this 
since he does not have the positive commission and faculties from Your Eminence because this strictly 
reserved and so known to all.
Therefore, since I find myself and my companions in the crowded space of the hermitage of Saint Anthony 
under the jurisdiction of Portercole, and in view of the excessive heat that is continually increasing, it is 
no longer possible to live there because it is so small and unable to accommodate those who come for the 
ministry of retreats and other works for the glory of God as ought to be carried out, as I have represented 
to Your Eminence.
For these reasons, as I renew my most urgent supplications, even those of the priests gathered here, I beg 
you to empower your vicar to bless the church so that we can celebrate there because we are unable to live 
there and then go to celebrate in the hermitage of Saint Anthony, which is a mile-and-a-half distant on a 
miserable path, without serious threat to our lives, especially in this weather.119
A stronger reason is the fact that in this mail Your Eminence will receive a formal contract on the part of 
the Grazi family, guaranteeing the maintenance of the building as well as all necessary sacred furnishing 
for twenty years.
Furthermore, in accord with your directions, recourse has been taken by this Commune to obtain another 
royal assent, and with this all the actions for the exchange with Prior Bausani will be complete. So would 
Your Eminence kindly inform us, for with all the information provided once more you will be able to make 
a report and vote as requested of you by the Sacred Congregation.
Your Eminence, the great merits that enrich your soul and the souls who live abandoned in these salt marsh-
es and who will be saved by means of this holy work for God, for which Your Eminence has borne so many 
fatigues to the great edification of the inhabitants, not only give joy to my poor heart, but also give me the 
liveliest hope that Your Eminence will work for the speeding up of this work to a happy conclusion for the 
greater glory of God and Mary Most Holy in her Presentation in the Temple, to whom we, too, will forever 
offer the great inconveniences Your Eminence embraces, and we will beseech her to grant you an eternal 
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reward. And now we offer our profound reverence and recommend ourselves to your holy prayers as we 
kiss the hem of your sacred purple.
Your unworthy servant,
Paul Danei

________________________________________________________________________
119.
Paul refers to “miles” because distance in kilometers did not come into use until after the French Revolution.


