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Signore Salvatore

Saint Anthony

July 3, 1737

May the sweet Jesus live always in our hearts.

Most Illustrious Sir and Revered Patron,
Thanks be to God! At the end Jesus has conquered. May his Holy Name be praised forever. I suppose it is 
superfluous to tell you about the letter from His Eminence the Cardinal, for I think you have been informed 
of everything. All that remains is for me to make up a small part of my great debt to your dear, esteemed 
person by asking you with all my affection to come on Sunday morning to the Retreat of the Presentation 
to assist at the blessing and to offer to that great Queen all the labors you performed for this work of God. 
Know, my dear Salvatore, that I expect you here and, if not, I will complain to Mary Most Holy.
We will take a little time to talk together about an affair of greatest importance for the complete establish-
ment of the Retreat, and in that way overcome all the difficulties of our cardinal. God gave me this idea the 
night that I spent awake without a minute’s sleep. Live Jesus! Mouth speaks to mouth.
This ceremony will be a private one, at least as regard to an open invitation, and is known only to our prin-
cipal friends. If you know how to do it, you might find a horse at the orchard, but I do not know how to 
manage that. You will have to take the trouble to arrange for a horse to be there.
I suppose that the vicar general is a bit uneasy about this ceremony. I say this to the heart of my dear friend 
Salvatore. Therefore, I ask you to summon your prudence and persuade him to take heart, reminding him 
that since His Eminence says it is a private oratory, we will not solemnly install the Blessed Sacrament. 
Besides, where we are now we have a private oratory and still have our functions. There is no lack of ways 
for you, Signore Salvatore. I end by embracing you in the pure Side of Jesus and absolutely expect you here 
on Sunday.
Dear Signore Salvatore, since the altar has three ledges, we need eighteen candelabra. I have provided for 
only twelve, so I need to borrow six. They should be low and short and gilded. See whether you can do 
something and take them to the home of Signore Grazi.
Your true, affectionate and obligated servant,
Paul of the Holy †


