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Cardinal Lawrence Altieri (3)118

Saint Anthony

[June 20] 1737

Feast of Corpus Domini

J.M.J.

Most Eminent and Reverend Cardinal,
The two poor brothers, Paul and John Baptist Danei, least servants of Your Eminence, were chosen by Di-
vine Providence, who governs all things, to build a church and small monastery as a Retreat on this moun-
tain. Now both are complete. They prostrate themselves at your feet and with all earnestness beg and pray 
by the merits of our Savior Jesus and by the Sorrows of Mary Most Holy and by the blood shed by all the 
martyrs for the holy faith and the Catholic religion that, once more, Your Eminence confirm the permission 
given to bless the church and provide for reservation of the Most Holy Sacrament and grant us permission 
to enter the Retreat, built with so much labor, that they might be able to celebrate the Holy Mysteries, to 
sing the praises of God day and night, to give themselves to prayer, to work at their studies, and to enable 
themselves to better serve their poor neighbors, especially in these depressed and abandoned salt marshes.
Not only the two Danei brothers but, in addition, three priests and four lay brothers as companions humbly 
prostrate before Your Eminence and make the same petition and pray Your Eminence to have compassion 
on them. At present they stay in a poor hovel that is so small and miserable it moves people to pity when 
they see how many we are who live in it. It is true that our four lay brothers sleep in a poor cabin, and be-
cause of the restricted space now that the hot days are coming on, we are molested by an army of fleas and 
other filthy things, and there is no escape.
If it seems insufficient to Your Eminence that we have obtained ample royal assent, as His Excellency 
Count Garmi, General of the Army of the Kingdom of Naples, has written me; along with the consent of the 
General Council of the people of Orbetello, which has been confirmed twice by Prior Bausani; and all we 
have been able to do to humbly obey the requests of Your Eminence; if all this seems insufficient to Your 
Eminence, seeing the presence of opponents to this work of God, as has been conveyed to me by persons 
worthy of belief and who have labored for the realization of this work for the pure glory of God, who raise 
difficulties for Your Eminence, then it will be time to disperse our company. We will wait patiently on that 
God who would not have permitted these impediments if he did not know and will by these very means to 
draw a greater good for his glory and the benefit of his people.
In order not to be wanting in any way on our part, we add that we would be content that, if all the difficulty 
with the exchange continues, the exchange be abandoned so that Your Eminence would proceed to give 
permission to bless the church, as above, and allow us the Blessed Sacrament. For it is not reasonable that 
nine religious be deprived of this infinite sacramental Love in the light of all developments that may occur. 
We would further ask you to approve our entry into the poor dwelling that we have raised by God’s help and 
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that of benefactors. This building is built on royal territory and the king himself has given us one hundred 
doubloons to help with the building. So there can be no doubt whatever regarding his consent. This was 
granted most amply by the king, as you well know and as you were fully informed by us.
We have walked in simplicity of heart from the beginning when the first stone was laid, and this was done 
with permission of the interim vicar of Your Eminence, who at that time was Prior Bausani. Several re-
quests were made for approval of the exchange, and the answer was that everything was in order from the 
time we had the hundred doubloons from the King of Naples. Search was made for the text of the document 
obtained a few years back, the document sent at the very beginning to Your Eminence, and since the search 
was unsuccessful, we appealed to Marshall Garmi, at that time the general of the forts, to try to dispatch 
this business. The answer from him was that everything had been done. But he, like ourselves – I want to 
believe with good intentions of the one who told us – was mistaken. God be blessed.
Now then, we have come to an end. There are always more difficulties. When one is overcome, we see 
another raise its head. So it would seem that this business will never end. Therefore, we are all the more 
placing our confidence in God, who knows our intentions that we are seeking only his glory and the good 
of these souls who are so needy and neglected. We are leaving everything in the compassionate arms of 
Your Eminence, that you may receive us as your servants and sons and help us so that we may pursue that 
perfection to which God has so lovingly called us, assuring you that we will never, never cease to suppli-
cate the Divine Goodness for Your Eminence so that His Divine Majesty will ever increase your heavenly 
gifts, and you will have the consolation and the great merit to have cooperated in the eternal salvation of so 
may souls, more especially of those the Divine Goodness entrusted to you. We end by making our profound 
reverence and kissing the hem of your purple robe.
Your Eminence’s humble, unworthy, obedient servants,
Paul and John Baptist and Companions

________________________________________________________________________
118.
Paul writes to the cardinal, seeking permission to bless the Retreat and church. There are problems and objections. The cardinal 
wants the church blessed as a private oratory without reservation of the Blessed Sacrament; therefore, the faithful would not be 
able to fulfill their Sunday obligation or to receive the sacraments in this private oratory. Paul struggles with this, writing seven 
letters to answer the objections: June 20, July 5, July 12, July 25, July 31, August 15 (Assumption), and August 29, 1737.


