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Francis Appiani (10)

Orbetello

April 17, 1737

May Jesus Live!

May the Flame of Divine Love always burn in our hearts. Amen.
I believe you have received my letter, which I consigned to Signore Stefano of Longone. Therefore, I am 
not saying more, except that I agree Jesus is calling you into this holy solitude to speak words of eternal life 
to your heart, words which will be as sweet as honey. All of paradise awaits with jubilation your departure 
from your home and your family so that you may be a victim entirely sacrificed to the Eternal Love of the 
God of justice, sanctity, and truth. “Go out from your home and your relatives,” God said in grand fashion 
to Abraham. Keep everything with secrecy in your heart so that the enemy may not rob your treasure.
Courage, my dearest. See the Lord Jesus, who is standing at the door of your heart, calling you. Oh, sweet 
summons of everlasting life! Oh, God, how can we give you worthy thanks? When the weather cools, you 
can plan your coming to this Mount of Myrrh. Until then, the Retreat will not be completed.
I am writing Signore Gregolini by way of reply to one of his letters in which he gives me news of his retiring 
to Saint Catherine’s. But, I believe that God wishes him here as well. Therefore, I would be happy if you 
were to talk with him, but with great secrecy. When this Retreat is completed, I strongly believe we will 
establish another on the island, and we will all work together.
If God opens the way for me, when the time comes for your departure from the world for this Retreat, I will 
be there in person to embrace you in the Heart of Jesus and to take you with me to this holy place so that 
together we can sing the divine mercies. So courage and constancy! “Fear not, for the Lord fights for you.”
I recommend discretion in your penances. Eat and drink what is necessary, and take some holy relaxation by 
walking outside, etc.   Do not spoil your stomach because the devil wants that so you will not be able to do 
anything. When you are here, you will see that everything is done with discrete and holy penance.
Greet in Jesus your holy mother and father, if that seems good. If not, don’t do it. If it seems good to say noth-
ing so that they do not ask questions, act that way. You will see that God will change hearts in his own time.
Be alert. If they lay many snares, and it could be that they will have you speak with some one or some au-
thority, you must keep strong. Reply with modesty that you do not wish to be bound to the world and that 
you wish to follow a divine call. Reply with few words and, if they make long speeches in order to convince 
you with an appearance of good, maintain your silence. With your heart entirely in God, say only that you 
simply want to do the Will of God and wish to serve God and Mary Most Holy.
I close, embracing you in the Heart of Jesus. God bless you. Amen. Pray for me. This summer I am doing 
few missions, so you can write me when you wish.
Your true, affectionate servant,
Paul of the †


