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Agnes Grazi (46)

Saint Anthony

April 4, 1737

Jesus and Mary be praised.

My Beloved Daughter in Jesus Crucified,
I read in your letter of the loving visit of Jesus during your sickness, and I had expected that. May his Holy 
Name be praised. Amen. Courage, my daughter. Now is the most opportune time to show true fidelity to 
your Heavenly Spouse. Stay on your cross as long as your Heavenly Father wishes.
Oh, what beautiful virtues can be practiced in sickness, especially a total love for one’s own abjection, grat-
itude and gentleness of heart to those who attend you, and blind obedience to the doctor and the infirmarian, 
always with a happy face. Stay on your bed as though you were on the cross of your Savior. Love to suffer 
your pains and fevers as God sends them. Speak little during visits when they occur, but keep yourself rec-
ollected in God with complete modesty. Sickness does not impede union with God, but increases it. Live 
then, my beloved daughter, in Jesus, entirely rested in the sweet Heart of your Sovereign Good. Continue 
your loving repose in God as a victim in holocaust, and pray to His Divine Majesty that he send fire from 
heaven to burn up and consume the victim. May Jesus live. Oh, whether we live or whether we die, we 
always belong to God. So offer yourself as ready to leave this world, that is, to die for the glory of God. 
If your illness gets worse, but I am hoping it will not, give all my letters and your instruments of penance 
to your sister Elizabeth and make her promise to return them to me well sealed. I say this to be safe and, 
perhaps, because of my weak faith. For an obedient daughter ought not to die without the permission of her 
spiritual father. I have not as yet given you that permission. To give it I desire to be present and to wish you 
a safe voyage to paradise. It is necessary that we make our contract clear. Away with you. You are laughing 
at my silliness. And I give you permission to laugh.
Turning my writings over is not to be done unless there is danger of death, and it seems to me that is not 
present as yet. I have recommended my ailing daughter to God through Jesus so that God will dispose of 
her as most befits his glory. I am not writing more, for I do not want to give you too much to read. Have no 
scruples about it being Lent and take the broth. For Communion, make use of frequent sacramental love 
with inflamed desires but without forcing head or breast.
Be joyful, for now you are being enriched all the more with the infinite treasures of the Sufferings of Jesus. 
I beg you to display your illness as little as possible. Oh, how much these tears offend me. Jesus bless you 
and inflame you with love Amen. Do not write to me if you are not able, but pray much for me because now 
our prayers will be heard, for we are more on the cross.
Paul, Your Servant in Jesus Christ


