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Agnes Grazi (44)

Orbetello

March 7, 1737

Jesus and Mary be praised.

My Beloved Daughter in Jesus Christ,
Today, I received you welcome letter and thank God for the trials he sends me and sends you. What does 
it matter, my daughter, if your father, when it pleases God, takes hammer and nails to spiritually crucify 
on the cross of mortification the daughter God has given him? So Abraham was commanded by the Most 
High to sacrifice his only son, Isaac. So away with everything. Let it be as he wills. For if the Will of God 
is done, all goes well.
I reply as I have said so many times: all is God’s work; be quiet. You must throw off, like a plague, the fear 
that upsets you. A filial fear, one that puts you always on guard in a fear of not pleasing God, of not serving 
him well, is a fear that works good. This fear never takes away peace of heart; rather, this fear increases it, 
for the soul distrusts itself and trusts God.
Follow the old rules with regard to guiding your spirit and put aside all doubts that you are deceived. Con-
tinue to make your prayer in the way of the Holy Spirit. One who rests in God with confidence and true 
humility will not be deceived. Above all, I recommend that you not be disturbed by these imaginary visions 
and locutions. Brush them off gently, make nothing out of them, and continue your loving repose in God. If 
you do as I write, you will be happy.
I have given you so many refusals for your direction because I do not trust myself. I have explained myself 
enough. The director ought to be very learned, a man of great prayer and wide experience. All this is want-
ing to me, and for that reason I refuse to give direction. Nevertheless, God knows what a great union of 
spirit there is between poor Paul   but accompanied by the highest detachment, which is a true sign that such 
a union of spirit is founded in Jesus Christ. With all this I know myself to be blind, ignorant, and without 
virtue; and for this reason I refuse to direct anyone. But when God wills it, despite all the refusals, I am not 
able to do otherwise than assist the souls God has confided to me.
You have asked me whether I will remain here. I reply that my desire is to do the Will of God in every place. 
From what I can see now, I am to stay here and not go elsewhere, unless I go out on missions. I would ask 
you to continue with much warmth to pray God that he let you know his Holy Will, both for your direction 
and for all else. For if God wishes to use this poor blind man, I am not refusing. Believe me, I not only serve 
you but also I could not do so more willingly.
Do not be pained that in a transport of prayer you called your spiritual father an ingrate. Believe me, I un-
derstood it well and even had a good laugh over it.
You will not be coming to Orbetello for another two months. Abandon yourself to God, be content, and be 
assured that we will do the Will of God.
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You need to recommend the business of the Retreat to God with great energy and perseverance. Do this with 
great faith, praying God to send holy men who will direct it. Do me this charity.
Oh, if you only knew the seas in which poor Paul finds himself. Oh, if God were only to let you know the 
state in which I am! I believe that you would treat of it with God more than you are doing. Blessed be God. 
I bow my head before Divine Justice. May the hand that afflicts me be forever blessed. I say all this to my 
daughter’s heart in Jesus Christ not to bewail myself, but so as to beg alms, as I do with all, so that they 
pray for me.
I find myself with the burden of this Retreat, and I see it takes great perfection to govern it. I see the need 
of foundation stones. Enough! Let us recommend all to Jesus and Mary Most Holy.
I recommend that you conduct yourself with devout discretion as regard to eating and sleeping. For your 
longer prayers, remain seated with great modesty and recollection.
I read with displeasure that you danced to please the nuns. For this time, patience – but never again. You 
are to remain hidden and to be good and pleasing to God. But you are not to go to extremes. He who is a 
philosopher is not ashamed to be known as such and to dress as such. So, too, the servant of God must be 
recollected in every place, according to her rules, and not look elsewhere. Courage. I end here for it is night. 
Write to me and tell me everything with filial freedom, as God inspires you. I bid you “good night” and pray 
Jesus to inflame you with love. Amen. God bless you.
Paul, Your Unworthy Servant


