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Sister Maria Cherubina Bresciani (9)

Orbetello

February 19, 1737

Jesus and Mary be praised.

Most Reverend Sister in Christ, My Daughter in Jesus,
On my return from Rome I received your welcome letter, and I rejoice that your heart is always resolved 
ever more to be all for God. I did not receive your other letter, the one to your cousin. I was speculating 
about sickness or some other accident. I thank you in Jesus Christ for the oil, the figs, etc., and I pray God 
to give you an eternal reward. But I ask you not to send me anything in the future. I desire only the charity 
of your prayers.
Since I am finding myself overwhelmed with the business of this Retreat, which, thanks be to God, is almost 
at completion, I cannot write at length. I have not even been able to read all that you wrote. I simply advise 
you to proceed with care in regard to certain exterior things, such as blessing the air during storms, etc. If 
you do that with the wood of the cross, do it fortified with obedience to your superior, but excuse yourself 
and ask that others perform this function. Be much on guard lest the devil play some damnable trick. Vain-
glory, if not driven off by humility, can bring down a mountain of holiness. Follow your former rules as for 
sleeping on a box, and let us wait a warmer season. I give you permission to sleep on Friday on a straw tick, 
but well covered. Give your attention to the holy virtues, especially to disparagement of self. I will gladly 
celebrate the Mass, though not immediately because I have earlier obligations.
I can only say that I have too much to do. There is need to pray much for me and have others pray for poor 
me, for I am attacked on every side. Pray that my ingratitude does not impede the holy work of this Retreat, 
and pray God to send it holy men who will praise his Holy Name. I leave you in the pure Heart of Jesus and 
promise to write when more time is available. God bless you and inflame you with love.
Greet for me in Jesus your Mother Abbess, the other religious named, and the whole convent. Tell them 
never to forget to recommend me to God. I confess I am so very, very much indebted to them. Out of charity 
may they pray for me.
Your unworthy servant in Christ,
Paul Danei of the Holy †


