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Father Bartholomew Cianchini (1)114

Saint Anthony

January 5, 1737

Jesus and Mary be praised.

Dear Friend,
May the pure love of Jesus and the effects of his divine grace be always in your heart. Amen.
I received your welcome letter, and in reply I repeat what I wrote in invitation before Christmas on the way 
to Rio. Go out from your family and go into the land that God shows you through me, his unworthy servant. 
You have no obligation to remain with your mother, who has no need of you. Read the Gospel. Let her 
enjoy your patrimony as long as she lives. Give her salutary advice for her well-being and then: “Arsenius 
flee, go out from your house.”
The greatest mistake you have made is to leave off prayer. It is necessary to take care of that weakness and 
pain, and to give yourself to the Divine Presence in holy prayer, a crucified prayer. If you cannot remain on 
your knees, remain seated. The holy penitent sat at the feet of Jesus.
The Blessed Sacrament is the Food of the strong and the weak. It fortifies body and soul, when the due 
dispositions are present. Certain that the weakness you feel after Holy Mass is extraordinary, I will tell you 
what God seems to want me to make out of it. This is not only a punishment for failure to correspond to the 
divine call, but also a loving invitation to have you correspond with fidelity.
God is punishing, for His Divine Majesty permits the devil to bring about this weakness. I say it is a loving 
warning, for if you undertake a truly penitential life, as God calls you, with the holy inspirations he has giv-
en you, especially at the time of the holy missions, you will see you will become strong in the midst of dis-
creet penance, and you will taste how sweet the Lord is. The devil will leave, overcome and confused. After 
your Mass you will experience marvelous effects in soul and body, worked by the infinite sacramental Love.
Concerning what you observed in the Host before and after the consecration – black spots, droplets, and 
holes – that is only a trick and certainly a work of the evil one on your imagination to trick you and make 
a fool of you.
Be very humble and trust in God, do not leave off prayer, and be cautious about seeking counsel. Saint Fran-
cis de Sales doubted you could find one in ten thousand who are able to give direction. But God makes the 
dumb speak and uses the weak and infirm for his glory. May Jesus live. I leave you in his Side and embrace 
you. Pray for me.
Your affectionate servant,
Paul Danei, Missionary
________________________________________________________________________
114.
Cianchini was a priest from Marciana of the island of Elba, who showed signs of a vocation to the Passionists, but did not per-
severe.


