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Agnes Grazi (38)

Saint Anthony

December 28, 1736

Jesus and Mary be praised.

My Daughter in Jesus Christ,
Rejoice that you continue to drink from the bitter chalice of Jesus, which seems to be bitter, but is very 
sweet to the palate of the soul. With regard to that locution, which you heard from that servant of God, 
saying: “No, no, there is no deceit,” pay it no attention whatever. Follow the rules given to you, and, if any 
imaginations come, reject them constantly. Simply pray for that soul whom that priest recommends to you, 
if it be capable of being prayed for. Oh! how the devil is aping Jesus in order to trick you. If God wished me 
to give consent, he would give me light. I have no feeling whatever regarding this soul, and that is a sign 
that an infernal snare of hell lurks beneath. Cast it all away.
You inform me carefully regarding everything that takes place in your soul when you explain well what is 
necessary, but cut short the petty, superfluous aspects.
I celebrate the feasts in my usual way, always buried in the sea of my difficulties and miseries.
On January 3, I will complete forty-three years. My wish is not to see forty-four unless I am more perfect. 
For up until now I am without virtue. Oh! how much I regret to live in this way. I desire to leave this world 
quickly. In all things may the Will of God be fulfilled in me.
I take note of your headaches and the rest. Take a bit more sleep so your head will be stronger – I have 
already said all that. When you improve, I willing would have you rise for prayer. However, take the nec-
essary sleep.
Thank Sister Lilia for her greetings. I have greater need of prayers than greetings. I have already written her.
I see that new struggles are approaching. Who knows how I will survive! Storms continue, blackness in-
creases, fears do not vanish, devils mount their assaults, men scourge with their tongues – struggles within, 
fears and darkness outside, stupidity, disgust and desolation, etc., etc. What can we do in such dangers, 
without taking account of those I do not mention?
Ah, death is more desirable than life! May it be death, if it pleases God to open for me the way to a blessed 
eternity. Amen.
There is always need to pray more to God for the needs of the Retreat. I see that not a few difficulties are 
ahead. I do not see any foundation stones.113 Perhaps there may be a good outcome if I could find a way 
to distance myself. May that be pleasing to God.
Paul, Your Servant in God

________________________________________________________________________
113.
Paul is speaking about candidates to the Passionist life.


