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Agnes Grazi (37)

Orbetello

December 13, 1736

May our sweet Jesus live always in our hearts.

My Beloved Daughter in Jesus,
This is the second letter I am writing to you in the same mailing, for yesterday I received your long letter, 
on which I have something more to say.
You explain yourself at too great a length and write much that is unnecessary. I would have you write more suc-
cinctly, for I do understand you. However, if extraordinary things occur, say, for example, in these lights, in these 
locutions, etc., in these imaginations, or what the servant of God said, etc.   but do put down what is necessary.
With regard to the cure of that secular girl, that could have been natural. Your hand would be capable of 
making her worse. Do not pay attention to the nuns when they say, “A miracle.” That is ridiculous! Nuns are 
too quick to canonize. In their way of thinking saints are quickly made. Oh, how easily they believe there 
are miracles where there are none. Humble yourself, despise yourself, do not believe in yourself, and keep 
guard over your heart. The devil is not sleeping.
With regard to the vision of that servant of God, I command you under holy obedience, as your spiritual 
director, that you reject it and, likewise, all these lights and other imaginings. Faith, the loving vision of 
God in faith, that is the secure way. Pray for that servant of God whom that Jesuit priest spoke to you about; 
that suits me. But if it seems to you that you see her, reject that sort of thing.
In a word, spurn absolutely all visions whatsoever, and cut them off completely. Say you do not want it and seek 
God alone. Oh, how clever the devil is! You say this sight of her, clothed in white with a veil on, seems to you to 
be something from God and does not seem to be a trick. I feel altogether other sentiments in my heart, and God 
inspires me to order you to reject such visions of whatever sort they may be and to hide yourself entirely in God, 
to flee into the sacred Side, to annihilate yourself. But all this should be done without upset to head or stomach.
When it seems to you that you see Sister Lilia, etc., act as I directed above. All these things are subject to infinite illusions.
It is my intention that your discipline should be dry, without drawing blood, and for the time decided upon.
Oh! how much I would prefer that you confer with some learned and wise man because I am blind. But you 
do not feel that way. I bow to the Will of God.
I will end here, for I need to take care of confessions. Continue to recommend to God the miserable sinner, 
whom you know, and know he is in worse need and continues to be in fierce storms, within and without.
Ah! if God were only to grant me the gift of the death which I desire for his greater glory, oh, what good 
news! I end, leaving you in the pure Heart of Jesus, and pray all fullness of blessings for you. Amen. Go! 
Continue to serve the Lord with fervor and practice the holy virtues.
Your true servant,
Paul of the Holy †


