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Francis Appiani (5)

Porto San Stefano

November 25, 1736

On a mission of charity.

May the pure love of Jesus be always in our hearts.
Dear Friend in Jesus Christ,
I am answering your welcome letter, which I received yesterday morning, and I tell you in the Holy Spirit 
through the Apostle Saint James: “Consider it all joy when you encounter various trials.” Ah, dearest, one 
who is not tempted, what does he know? If God is treating you like his dearest servants, what more do you 
want me to say? If God permits temptations to gluttony, it is a sign he wants to give you the reward of an 
accomplished abstinence so that you might take off in flight to the highest contemplation. If you are tempt-
ed to spiritual vainglory, it is a sign that, if you trust much in God, he wishes to give you great humility. 
Rejoice, therefore, when you encounter various temptations.
One who remains in the arms of Jesus will not fall away. If you feel no sweetness and consolation at prayer, 
it is a sign that God wishes to take from you all satisfaction so that with the exercise of resignation to the 
Divine Good Pleasure, you will become a new man, entirely spiritual, and then experience how sweet the 
Lord is. Oh, blessed are they who arrive at pure suffering without comfort and continue to serve God! Ah! 
these are the truly faithful servants who enter into the joy of the Divine Master. Courage, dear one. God 
wishes to make you all his and, therefore, tries you and exercises you so that you may be a good soldier. 
Have no fear, dear one, for you will have the victory.
You will taste how sweet it is to have given the boot to the world. God is preparing a treasure of graces and 
blessings for you in solitude. Do not hesitate; follow your practices where you are until the time comes � 
and it will be soon. You did well to obey your spiritual director and not go to Communion during the Octave 
of the Dead. Obey always and you will sing of victory.
Do not worry about floundering on the rocks if you do not come here soon. God has you in his arms. Even 
though you do not sense the Divine Presence, it does not follow that you are not in the Divine Presence. 
The loving attention is not felt in the lower part of your soul and has withdrawn entirely to the higher part.
In a couple of months I hope you will be here in solitude. See, dearest one, people are overworking them-
selves on journeys to provide all that is necessary so that you may enter quickly. But Divine Providence is 
arranging things so that resources are not to be found so that delay will sharpen your appetite, and then we 
will run with greater zeal in the way of the Lord.111 I am writing a letter to your father, and I am enclosing 
it to the parish priest. So he will act with prudence, read it to him at the right circumstances and time.
With regard to the temptations of compassion for your family or drowning at sea, spurn them. They are little 
flies coming from the malice of Satan.
Oh! what great compassion for parents the devil caused the saints! But they were not fooled by them. Oh! 
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how many difficulties they had in front of them. But they overcame them. Because they overcame them, 
they are saints. At the right time, I will tell you how you are to come here, and you will see yourself well 
taken care of because you will be in the care of Jesus and Mary Most Holy.
Let us go ahead with the usual exercises. Now the devil will raise a riot all the more because the time is 
coming to leave your home and everything. Oh, if you only knew the assaults made on me before I was 
vested! God freed me from everything.
There is no doubt that your call to our Congregation comes from God. If you are humble and obedient, you 
will see great good.
I was in Rome and the princess112 continues to have the idea of cooperating for the good of Elba. Bishop 
Calcagnini told me that you are considering coming to our Retreat. Who knows who would have told him 
that; it could have been your mother. Enough. He told me when you were coming you would sell a house in 
order to found the Retreat, and the princess was to buy it. There is time for all this.
Take to heart what I have said and do not pass it on to other ears.
The Retreat is about finished. Windows are lacking, etc., but it will be done shortly. Patience is needed.
I mentioned above that I was writing to your father, but I see that I cannot do that for the night is far ad-
vanced. The benefactor, where I am staying, has gone to bed, and tomorrow the boat leaves. Know that I 
will take care of that, and better than the last time. I will write in a few days to your parish priest and will 
send him a book.
Pray for me. I am writing you without ceremonies and out of pure love, which I have for your soul in Jesus, 
and my desire that you be a saint. Amen. I end in haste and am always,
Your true servant,
Paul of the †

________________________________________________________________________
111.
The Retreat did not open until September 14, 1737.
112.
Elenora Ludovisi-Boncompagni was Princess of Piombino.


