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Sister Maria Cherubina Bresciani (7)

Saint Anthony

October 10, 1736

May the purest love of Jesus and the effects of his divine grace
be always in our hearts. Amen.

My Beloved Daughter in Jesus Crucified,
Yesterday, October 9, I received your letter, dated September 14. I confess in all truth that it was more 
pleasing to me than the others, for I see the beautiful work of love that His Divine Majesty is working in 
your spirit and the gifts of pain, desolation and obscurity, and precious insults. It is true that in comparison 
with the trials suffered by the true servants of God, your sufferings are nothing. So humble yourself and 
recognize your weakness and infirmity. We must adore the tremendous justice of God in the combats of 
Sister Colomba. Ah! my daughter, what can I say? I fear and tremble for myself, but I hope much in the 
Passion of Jesus that permission will not be given the devil to torment me in such a fashion and to incite 
me and set me contrary to my most lovable Savior. Up then! Let us walk in this valley of miseries and 
darkness, surrounded everywhere by enemies. Let us walk, I say, with weapons in hand, fighting with great 
courage, but completely confiding in our Crucified Love, who will give us victory. Never doubt that in that 
tremendous moment you will not be found in the testing referred to, but we must hope in His Divine Majes-
ty that he may give you the victory, that of a holy death, in which the Marriage with the Highest Good will 
be consummated – as long as you persevere in the good begun without turning back, as I hope. Continue 
then to exercise yourself in the holy virtues of holy poverty and self-contempt, loving the Will of God in 
all happenings.
With regard to prayer, when you find yourself in desolation and interior stripping and it seems you have 
no faith, love the Will of God in this darkness and stay on the cross of Jesus without comfort, continuing 
your silence and loving repose in pure and holy faith. And, although the lower part remains in a storm, with 
the highest part of your spirit remain in a pure and simple loving attention to the Supreme Good. It is well 
from time to time to revive your spirit with a loving word, made and spoken gently. You need not hold your 
meditation book in your hand, but give your attention to God, as much as you can, in a lively faith, not 
caring whether you feel anything or rejoice. Oh! what a holy prayer this is and in which Jesus alone has 
satisfaction.
Do not be further pained by what I wrote you about your cousin. I am displeased that he is so far away. For 
were he nearby, I would see to giving you some good mortifications without him being aware of it. But God 
will do it for me. It is certain you are not going to eternity soon. God will open the way to take that grand 
journey you feel eager to make in order to serve the Sovereign Good with greater perfection. Continue to 
abandon yourself as an infant in the arms of Jesus.
My daughter in Jesus, believe me, it is with much difficulty that I am writing, for I have had pen in hand for 
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quite a while. Therefore, I say no more. Who knows whether God will have me land there when I will have 
to make a dangerous trip. I am not sure.
I have written as best I could to your cousin, and from his writing I see that he intends much. It would be 
good to help one’s neighbors. Enough. He will see. I am satisfied that you hold a sacred conference every 
fifty or sixty days, but speak only of spiritual things. I give you my blessing for everything. It is good to 
help him where you can, and I look for a good outcome.
I prefer that the conferences be not too long. I leave you free to change the time. Speak with modesty, hu-
mility, and mortification of your senses. Speak of the holy virtues, of Divine Love, of the divine mysteries. 
Listen with humility to what he says to you and learn from it all to love God. Tell yourself you are having 
a conference with your guardian angel. When your cousin arrives at the parlor, invoke the Holy Spirit and 
make the sign of the cross. Encourage him to serve God with fervor and with contempt of self. I trust that 
God will find good in it.
I continue as usual. Thanks to God, I do not want for insults, suffering, etc. But compared to what true lov-
ers suffer, mine are but droplets. There is need of much prayer for me. The Retreat would be finished if alms 
were not wanting, especially lumber. Pray, for it is almost finished. Ah! please God that it may be lived in 
by holy servants of God.
I end and leave you in the Side of Jesus, in which I am always. God bless you.
Greet Sister Alma Candida for me and tell her I rejoice that she now begins to be a disciple of Jesus. Greet 
your Reverend Mother Abbess and Sister Hipolita and all. Jesus bless all. Amen. Let them pray for me.
Your true servant in Jesus,
Paul of the Holy †


