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Agnes Grazi (31)

Saint Anthony

August 30, 1736

May the lovable Jesus live
always in our hearts. Amen.

My Beloved Daughter in Jesus Christ,
Last evening I received your letter, and it was very pleasing to me in several respects. Now I am surer than 
ever of the Divine Will regarding the direction of your soul. You tell me that I am trying to avoid the Will 
of God because I have given you so many refusals to direct you. Oh, my daughter! if you only knew how 
much I desire to do the most Holy Will of my God in every undertaking. All my poor prayers have no other 
end. I wish nothing more. I desire nothing more than to be totally transformed by love into the Divine Good 
Pleasure. I beg my Divine Savior that he bring it about that my continual food be to fulfill his dearest and 
most adorable Will, and to do that with perfection, especially in such a delicate and intimate area as direc-
tion of souls, where there is need of sanctity, learning, experience, prudence, and a strong call from God. 
For this reason, not only to you, but also to others, I have given repeated refusals because I am aware of my 
inability, insufficiency, and great imperfection. However, notwithstanding, I have not succeeded because 
the souls to whom I have given these refusals have had strong urges and inspiration that I assist them. So as 
to obey the Divine ordination, I continue to serve them and will do so until God sees that I am unworthy of 
such a noble and divine function. It is necessary to pray much for me so that His Divine Majesty may grant 
me great assistance and light.
With regard to your telling me that you are detached from me, believe me, it has never entered into my mind 
that you, or anyone else, would be attached to this pestilential carrion, and, thanks to God, I conduct myself 
with such circumspection that it could not be more. I am careful to have the least possible attachment to the 
souls I direct, and never have I fostered it in order not to be a thief of love which belongs entirely to God. 
Believe me, I am most vigilant in this respect, for I seek only that a soul love her Sovereign Good most 
purely with the highest stripping away of all that is created.
This sharing that you experience with regard to the union your soul has with me, your spiritual father, al-
though a bit mixed up, you have well understood. For God gives me the grace to experience that a soul is 
united in a bond of holy love, but so spiritual that there is nothing more, for all is founded on God.
I love all souls and in a special way those God has entrusted to me for spiritual direction. My soul experi-
ences a completely spiritual bond with one more strongly than with another in accord with the level of love 
to which God has drawn that soul. Let me explain. If one soul has a greater level of love and union with 
God than another, as God lets me understand this, and as that soul is more loved by the Highest Good, so the 
bond of charity binds me with that soul. That does not mean that I am not united in charity with the others, 
but with this one more, that one less, as the Sovereign Good wishes. So be at peace. You have understood 
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correctly.
I have nothing more to say with regard to direction, for I, too, have recommended this to our sweet Savior, 
and I see that he wills this. I am not refusing and will do it until death, if God so wills. But it is necessary 
that I do not trust in myself.
With regard to the elevations of spirit you speak of, there is nothing more here than at other times, so con-
tinue to follow the advice previously given.
There is nothing more pleasing to God than your annihilating yourself and losing yourself in your nothing-
ness. This infuriates the devil and forces him to flee. You should do this with the twin eyes of faith, one on 
the Immense Majesty of God, the other on our nothingness. This is to be done with a calm and firm spirit 
and without internal noise. Distrust of these imaginative lights and locutions is the secure way.
If you were to act in a contrary manner, you would be mistaken and deceived. When locutions are external, 
they are the more dangerous, even when they seem to be holy. It is necessary to distrust them and reject 
them, as when you hear “faith, faith” or other things. Even when they bring peace, make nothing out of it 
because the devil, too, can cause a peace that is false and short-lived.
At the beginning the graces and gifts of God cause a holy fear – not always, but most of the time – and little 
by little they enlighten the mind and inflame the will with great ardor of love of God, filled with heavenly 
understanding, and cause marvelous effects: elevation of the mind in God, love of souls, zeal, love of virtue, 
for suffering, a supreme annihilation, a subjection to everyone. O my daughter, who can explain the im-
mense riches the gifts of God confer on a soul! Enough! I assure you in the name of Jesus and Mary that in 
the essentials you are not deceived. While there are some things arising from your own spirit and sometimes 
from your enemy, who is moving in, he has not gained an inch. Stay in your nothingness.
I would wish you had given me an account of the act of humility you performed in the refectory, as I wrote 
you and in the manner as I wrote, and how it came out.
I rejoice that God visits you with sorrows! Oh, how much, how much I rejoice! Live Jesus! I would wish, 
however, that when you have such pain in your chest, you remain seated at prayer, but a bit lower.
In regard to your penances and Communions, continue as usual and not more. I will see and will write you 
as to Advent. Use your usual penitential practices without scruple, if you are partially well. But if your ill-
ness increases, charity and justice demand that you slacken a bit. On my return give me a complete account.
You tell me I do you a favor by having you not write when I am away. But you do not know whether God 
will be pleased. Let this be the last time that I hear you speak like that. I want a blind obedience and silence. 
All the time I am on missions, I do not want you to write. This is the Will of God given you by his minister. 
If something great and extraordinary should occur, then write, of course. But I can tell you that great things, 
great lights and gifts, are never forgotten by the soul. Regarding the day or hour they took place, it does 
not matter. The principal elements of the gift remain in our memory when it is important and extraordinary. 
When I will have returned, then you will tell me, as briefly as you can, what has happened.
State one time in which prayer goes a certain way, and then simply say others were like that, and I will 
understand at once.
I cannot write any more, for I have had pen in hand the whole morning for the glory of God and good of 
souls. Tomorrow, I slip down to Orbetello, and Saturday morning, September 1, I leave for the mission. 
Therefore, do not write any more.
I have not received an answer from Sister Lilia nor from Signora Marianna. With regard to Sister Lilia, tell 
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her not to trouble herself more, for I will not be here; I am going away. Let her recommend me to Jesus; 
that is my need. For the rest, it is not important that she take the trouble to reply to me; that is not necessary. 
My letter was not important and needs no reply. Simply, I recommend myself to her prayers and those of 
her convent.
Courage. I am at an end and bid you “good morning.” It is about time I give some oats to the donkey, my 
deadly enemy. Goodbye, my daughter. Pray for me, and I leave you in the Side of Jesus, the furnace and 
fortress of holy love. God bless you. I am ever,
Your true servant in God,
Paul of the Holy †


